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Unto God 


By Janna Berg 


6¢ CY TUDY to shew thyself. approved,’’— 
Unto all my friends and kin? 
Nay! to my Beloved, — 
Unto One: my Sovereign. 


When the Weight is Too Heavy 


There are times when the weight’ is 
so heavy that we go under. Is this neces- 
sary? Peter had a terrifying experience 
of it one night. It was on the S¢a of 
Galilee, when he and the other disciples 
were in a boat “tossed with waves: for 
the wind was contrary.” Then they saw 
the Lord Jesus walking on the sea. We 
can always see the Lord Jesus with us, by 
faith, if we will. His first word was a 
welcome one: “Be of good cheer; it is I; 
be not afraid.” Peter then did an impulsive 
and characteristic thing. “Lord, if it be 
thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. 
And he said, Come. And when Peter was 
come down out of the ship, he walked-on 
the water, to go to Jesus. But when he 
saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; 
and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, 
Lord, save me” (Matt. 14:30). Canon 
Thorpe is quoted in the Keswick Calendar 
on why Peter sank. “What made Peter 
sink? He began to sink under his own 
weight — self. And that is the trouble with 
most of us. Victory and defeat occur in 
rapid succession, alas, for most of us. Peter 
started all right, but became afraid when 
he thought of himself in relation to the 
waves, instead of to Christ. He expressed 
the longing of his soul when he said: 
‘Lord, bid me come unto thee.’ He wanted 
to be with Christ, and to do what Christ 
was doing. There could be no more laud- 
able ambition in the fearful heart of this 


disciple. But it was when he turned his 
eyes from Christ to the surroundings of 
his new walk, it was then that he began 
to be afraid, and to sink.” So it is the 
weight of self that is the trouble when we 
go under. If we wili but hand over self 
forever to the Lord, it will be easy to give 
any and all of our burdens to him. Then 
we need never sink, but rather sing, 
“Thanks be unto God, who always leadeth 
us in triumph in Christ” (2 Cor. 2:14, 
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Clear Reception 

Tempests cannot silence God. No “in- 
terference” of any sort can come between 
him and those to whom he speaks when 
he decides to be heard. The Fiftieth 
Psalm tells us of a time when God shall 
speak and all shall hear. It is a prophecy 
not yet fulfilled — but the fulfillment is cer- 
tain: God has pledged it. The Psalm looks 
forward to the Second Coming of Christ 
and the stupendous events accompanying and 
following this. “Our God shall come, and 
shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour 
before him, and it shall be very tempestuous 
round about him. He shall call to the 
heavens from above, and to the earth, that 
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he may judge his people.” A Christian 
woman, lover and student of the Word, 
shares with her friends her meditation on 
this Psalm, in which she says: “There 
shall be no static to interfere with his 
clarion command calling those to be judged, 
to assemble at Mount Zion.” We all know 
what static is—all of us who have ever 
searched the air with a radio to hear words 
or music being broadcast. To most of us 
static is a mysterious thing, and trouble- 
some. The Encyclopedia Britannica says 
it denotes “conduction or charging cur- 
rent in an antenna resulting from physical 
contact between the antenna and charged 
bodies or masses of gas,” and that in Amer- 
ica the term is synonomous with atmo- 
spherics. Whatever it is, static often gets 
in our way when we would listen; but 
when Christ comes again, and speaks to 
the heavens and the earth, he will not be 
using any broadcasting station, nor will he 
be heard only by those who have radio 
receiving sets! Neither static nor Satan can 
block his message then. Both enemies and 
friends, those who hate him and those who 
love him, will hear what he says. But 
now, while awaiting the Lord’s return, 
those who love him can hear his “still 
small voice” (1 Kings 19: 12). 
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The Abundant Fruit of a Yielded Life 


made the great decision for life, but 

was perplexed. There seemed to be 
no response from above. At the meeting’s 
close she drove with her maid to the sta- 
tion (“We were in those days inseparable 
because — humbling confession—I could 
neither do my own hair nor pack my own 
bag”). Settling in a corner of the railway 
coupé, with smart people beside her, she 
was startled to hear something within say, 
“Tf you are converted you should read your 
Bible.” Protests from self. This was no 
place for Bible reading. But conscience 
stifled protests. 

“With a sudden plunge I bent down, un- 
fastened my bag, took out my Bible, and 
spread it open on my knee. To read was 
out of the question. I felt my face grow 
scarlet and was self-conscious to the very 
tips of my fingers. But oh, the pitying 


Si: had attended a home meeting and 


This editorial reviews “Mildred Duff, a Sur- 
rendered Life,”” by Noel Hope. (Marshall, Mor- 
gan and Sottt, London, Eng. May be obtained 
through the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring 
Garden Street, Philadelphia, at 95 cents post- 
pz2id.) 


love of God! I suppose He knew what 
that first little trembling step of confession 
cost me, for in the very same moment He 
came right down into my soul. and sealéd 
me His forever. I have often thought of 
it since. It was not the reading of my 
3ible that brought me peace. It was the 
acknowledgment before men.” 

So did Mildred Duff answer the call. 
It took her from a luxurious Norfolk home 
in England, with its hothouses and old 
shrubberies and espaliered peach trees on 
red brick walls. It took her to a Salvation 
Army slum corps, to scrubbing out filth- 
grimed meeting places and leading the meet- 
ings thereafter, or to preaching the Gospel 
at corners of rowdy English streets. It 
brought her to Stockholm, where she sold 
War Crys and knew every “pub” in the 
city. Here she started a rescue home with 
Baroness von Kothen in a room in the 
Baroness’ own flat. It finally led her to 
a career of usefulness with her gifted pen. 
She had learned to know God in the experi- 
mental school of self-denial, and conse- 
quently was able to write with a wisdom 
not given to mere theoreticians. 

“I once took a meeting in Sweden,” she 
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writes, “after a long absence from the 
country. I did the best I could in Swedish, 
though conscious that it was a very poor 
best. Next day, as I was going home by 
train, two old farmers who had been in 
the meeting came to the carriage door to 
bid me farewell. I apologized to them for 
what I felt had been a very faulty address, 
but one of the old men patted my hand 
smilingly and said, ‘Oh, well, we recog- 
nized the Master’s voice.’ I put that among 
my treasures, praying that, however badly 
I might speak, His Voice should always 
be heard.” 

Miss Duff declared that what chiefly im- 
pelled her to identify herself with the Sal- 
vation Army was its teaching that God 
keeps those pure and blameless who trust 
him wholly. She became an outstanding 
teacher of Scriptural holiness. How true 
her aphorisms: 


“Only by our own choice can temptation 
become sin.” 

“Be uncompromising with your own 
heart.” 


“The longer I live, the more clearly I 
see that Jesus Christ is the beginning and 
end of all true religion. He meets all needs 
and carries at his girdle the keys, not only 
of death and hell, but of every human 
heart.” 


“Christ makes tremendous demands of all 
who say they will follow him. But the 
holy life is made up of a multitude of small 

_ things, little acceptances, little decisions, 
little renunciations, to be decided by an 
overmastering desire for God’s glory. If 
you do little things for God, he will make 
them great.” 

“The Lord in this experience of sancti- 
fication brings me a constan* sense of com- 
panionship, so that he shares with me the 
varying hopes and fears of every hour,” 


The “Life of Jesus” which Mildred Duff 
wrote for plain people is having great in- 
fluence in Eastern lands. In India espe- 
cially the native officers read and reread 
to their people the simply-told story which 
brings the deepest truths within the com- 
prehension of the most unlearned. Of “The 
Children’s Saviour,” a similar account for 
little ones, a fellow officer writes: 

“It was always my custom when travel- 
ing to take ‘The Children’s Saviour’ with 
me, so that if any children were get-at-able 
I could introduce Christ to them. Once, 
coming home from Japan via the Trans- 
Siberian railway, I came in touch with a 
charming little American of about six years, 
touring Europe with her parents. The 
name and story of Jesus were as new to 
her as to a heathen child. We became 
friends and spent happy hours with Com- 
missioner Duff’s book. ‘Read about -where 
he died for us,’ was a frequent request. 

“One day, walking down the platform 
of a Siberian junction, we saw in a siding 
a train filled with political prisoners, — 
unshaven, unwashed, and wearing handcuffs 
and leg-irons. They were huddled together 
in abject misery. 

“‘Let us go back. I am afraid of their 
eyes,’ cried my little companion. I told 
her how unhappy they were, and she threw 
them a kiss. One giant, black-bearded 
man tried to hold his chained hand out 
to her. He was near a door, and looked 
so hungry for home. I said, ‘Go up and 
kiss him.’ She hesitated, and then asked, 
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‘Is that what Christ would have done as a 
boy?’ ‘Yes, I returned. So she kissed 
him.” 

In this connection it is interesting to note 
that Miss Duff’s own father had been a 
prisoner in Russia who, taken at Inker- 
man during the Crimean War, had marched 
across the steppes with other English offi- 
cers. He suffered terribly from hunger, 
and as a reminder of those bitter experi- 
ences always had a crust of bread by his 
bedside. This tradition was handed down, 
and Commissioner Duff would invariably 
think of her father’s famished face-to help 
when she saw similar faces in. English 
streets. 








Notes on Open Letters 




















Have Gospel Hymns 


a True Place in Music? 


A Christian woman who is an ac- 
complished musician, pianist, and organist, 
and who used to render valuable service 
in the music at the Victorious Life Con- 
ferences at Stony Brook, Long Island, 
wrote the Times some months ago: 


As a church organist I’m a member of the 
American Guild of Organists, and at a Re- 
_ gional Conference I defended the use of 
Gospel hymns for their spiritual message 
and comfort. The very scholarly and titled 
musical leaders, as you no doubt know, feel 
that such hymns as “The Old Rugged Cross” 
and “Beulah Land” are trash and rubbish, 
— a all Gospel hymns must be dis- 
carded. 


Personally, those two hymns mentioned 
mean very little to me — but it hurt me ter- 
ribly to have contumely heaped on any hymn 
telling of Christ’s sacrificial death, and to 
have the finger of scorn pointed at the Gos- 
pel hymns as a class. 


I told of the many who had been helped 
at your conferences ; and also stated that the 
emphasis was now being placed on Christo- 
centric hymns instead of the egocentric 
style, and that Gospel hymns had their place. 

Now I am asked to lead a discussion, at 
our Organists’ Guild Meeting, on Dr. Archi- 
bald Davison’s book, “Protestant Church 
Music in America.” He says many helpful 
things, but also inveighs against the Gospel 
hymns. I know that argument never does 
any good — but I long to stand for the spir- 
itual and not just the musical, and to lead 
these organists, if possible, to realize their 
privileges and opportunities in worshiping 

and not just music. 


Of course they are very righteous in 
wanting to take the sensuous out of church 
music — but because “Lord, we come before 
thee now,” has a lilting tune, or because 
another has a “flatted sixth,” do you think 
they should be discarded? 


I shall be so grateful for your help. 


The Editor wrote in part, in a personal 
reply, as follows: 


The attitude toward true Gospel hymns 
which you mention, taken by many people 
who stand high in musical circles, is not an 
uncommon one as you well know. But you 
and I both know it is a mistaken one. Is 
it not interesting and significant, for exam- 
ple, that such artists as Marion Talley, and 
the Ford Symphony Orchestra, and the 
Revelers (voted the finest male quartet on 
the air during 1936), and other unquestion- 
ably leading musical groups or soloists, con- 
stantly give us over nation-wide broadcasts 
some of the most beautiful old Gospel hymns 
among their selections? I don’t believe 
for a moment that they do it as a conces- 
sion to low standards of a popular audience, 
but rather that they recognize true beauty 
and musical quality in Gospel hymns. 
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There are, of course, light, shallow, un- 
worthy or jazzy musical compositions set to 
words that may be true to the Gospel, and 
you and I have no use for such music. 
But we must not condemn the good because 
of the bad. 


In order that this and other readers 
of the Times might know the views of ex- 
perienced students of music, the Editor 
has asked a few well known leaders and 
composers for their views, and their valu- 
able replies will be published next week, 
in the annual Music Number of THe Sun- 
DAY ScHOoL TIMES, in a symposium con- 
tributed to by the following: Robert Hark- 
ness, the well known pianist, composer, and 
hymn writer, who traveled with Torrey, 
Chapman, and Alexarider in their evan- 
gelistic world-tours; Herbert G. Tovey, 
Mus.Doc., Director of the Music Course of 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles, Minister 
of Music of the Church of the Open Door, 
and a Director of the Mount Hermon Sum- 
mer School of Sacred Music; John B. 
Nield, Mus.Doc., of Los Angeles, widely 
known church organist and choir director ; 
and William M. Runyan, of Moody Bible 
Institute, who has been for many years in 
editorial charge of the poetry published in 
the Moody Magazine. 

The symposium will contain also an in- 
teresting expression of opinion by Dr. Wal- 
ter Damrosch, the veteran symphony or- 
chestra. leader and beloved conductor of 
radio broadcasts who has interpreted the 
best music to millions of Americans in 
recent years over the air. 

Other unusual features will make next 
week’s Music Number of the Trwes a 
prized issue to many readers. Here are 
three sentences from the leading editorial : 
“Yes, lands unreached by the Gospel have 
their dirges and minor wails, their expres- 
sions of sorrow, loneliness, and disappoint- 
ment, their ribald clamors and tom toms of 
debauchery, but nothing of peace and joyous 
assurance. Even nature poems are bor- 
rowed indirectly from Christian countries, 
as are also all major melodies. Indeed, a 
stranger hearing for the first time some 
vocalized effort from a heathen throat 
would declare the sound that of a man 
either drunk or insane.” Then the writer 
continues with a discussion of the beau- 
tiful and joyous character of Christian 
hymns, especially as they have been adopted 
and used by converts in heathen lands. 

The actual music for two different 
choruses will also be given in that issue. 
One is a musical setting for the Bible verse, 
Galatians 2: 20, which was used this sum- 
mer at the Ministers’ Conference at Kes- 
wick Grove, N. J. The other is one of the 
popular choruses by Robert Harkness pub- 
lished each month in the Times, and giving 
a setting for the Golden Text for the Sun- 
day school lesson studied in that issue, the 
words of Jude 21, “Keep yourselves in the 
love of God, looking for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” 

Another article will give interesting 
glimpses of the consecrated life and work 
of Frances Ridley Havergal, the hymn 
writer. Among other incidents is the story 
of how she came to write her hymn, “I 
gave My life for thee, what hast thou given 
for Me?” The words of her sister are 
quoted describing the last beautiful moments 
of Miss Havergal’s life and telling of the 
words of a hymn that were on her lips just 
before her Home-call. 
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By James L. Kelso, D.D. 


Egypt, the Birthplace of Archeology 


Its valuable contributions in materials and methods and toward the study of ancient languages 
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anyone mentions archeology, and 

rightly so. She is indeed the great- 
est treasure house of antiquity. Her dry 
climate, except in the Delta, has preserved 
her antiquities so ideally that we have today 
more representatives of her material civ- 
ilization than of all the rest of antiquity 
combined. A trip through the great arche- 
ological museum at Cairo gives one a more 
vivid realization of the brilliancy of ancient 
civilization than all the books written on 
ancient history. 

This matchless record of Egyptian civil- 
ization was primarily due to the doctrine of 
the future life, which the Egyptians held. 
They assumed the next life to be much like 
a duplication of the present world, and 
therefore as many as possible of the ob- 
jects used in this life by the royalty and the 
rich were buried with the dead. Further- 
more, small models of their farms and busi- 
ness houses, their employees at work, and 
the paraphernalia of their pleasures were 
made and placed in the tombs. Thus we 
see how the ancient Egyptians performed 
all the labors, duties, and pleasures of life. 
And as if this- were not enough, the walls 
of the tombs are a solid mass of paintings, 
reproducing the smallest details of life. The 
most sensational of all the tombs opened in 
Egypt was of course that of Tut-ankh- 
amen, one of the Pharaohs who ruled in 
the. days between our Bible records of 
Genesis and Exodus. 

Furthermore, since all the world came 
to Egypt to do business, we find there a 
great variety of objects from the ends of 
the earth. Thus Egypt is the basic field 
to be studied for all archeological research. 
Here has been found the key for such iit 
as even Greece and Asia Minor. 


How Napoleon Helped Archeology 


Napoleon’s invasion of Egypt in 1798 
opened Europe’s interest in this ancient 
land, for a group of French scholars ac- 
companying his army studied the great 
ruins of Egypt and published magnificent 
volumes on these some ten years later. The 
French scholar, Champollion, in 1822 dis- 
covered how to read the Egyptian hiero- 
glyphics, their picture language. From 1850 
to 1881, the French scholar, Mariette, was 
given the monopoly of digging in Egypt, 
and he discovered some of the finest art 
objects of the country. He was, however, 
in no sense an archeologist, and therefore 
the historical value of much of his work 
is small, It was Flinders Petrie, the young 
English digger, who really invented the 
scientific technique of Egyptian archeology, 
and thereby laid the foundation of all arche- 
ological research. 

The churches of Europe were of course 
primarily interested in Egyptian history 
that paralleled the Exodus. Naville, the 
Swiss archeologist, as early as 1883, dis- 
covered the site of Pithom, one of the store 
cities built by the Israelites (Exod. 1:11). 
It was really a military depot; and the 


Fr “sayon instantly comes to mind when 


The visitor to the section of the Cairo 
Museum devoted to objects taken from 
King Tut-ankh-amen’s tomb is almost 
dazzled by the display of exquisite 
workmanship, brilliant colors, precious 
stones, and shining gold uncorrupted 
by the centuries. Six years ago the 
rule was that only twenty-five persons 
should be allowed in that hall at one 
time, presumably a precaution against 
theft, and the eyes of guards continu- 
ally scanned the exhibits. There lies 
the jeweled case in which the King 
was buried, now open and empty, 
made of thick gold and said to be 

- worth $150,000. These are finds that 
impress the mind of the layman, but 
they are only a small part of Egypt's 
contributions to archeology. 

In this fourth article in his series on 
the History of Archeology, which will 
continue in later issues, Dr. Kelso tells 
what archeologists in other fields have 
learned from excavations in Egypt, 
and, what may be a surprise to many, 
how important a place Egyptian finds 
have now taken in the study of the 
New Testament. 








great grain pits, used for the storage of 
grain for the troops on the Suez frontier, 
are still to be seen. They are made of 
bricks which exactly match the description 
of those of the Exodus narrative. 

Raamses, the other city mentioned with 
Pithom, was also discovered early, although 
its identification was disputed until recent 
years when it has been verified conclusively. 
The present railroad from Cairo to Port 
Said goes through this ancient land of 
Goshen, although few tourists realize that 
they are passing through this historic coun- 
tryside. 

At Tell el-Yehudiyeh, just out of Cairo, 
is the ancient Hyksos city, called. On by 
the Egyptians. Here Joseph got his wife 
(Gen. 41:45). Here he also spent’ part 
of his time as food administrator of Egypt. 
The center of his work, however, would be 
Tanis, also called Zoan, the Hyksos capi- 
tal; this city was later renamed Raamses 
in the Exodus period. 

Tell el-Yehudiyeh in the inter-Testament 
times was the center of a heretical Jewish 
worship in Egypt, for here was a temple 
built in imitation of the true temple at Jeru- 
salem and having a Levite priesthood to 
administer its rites and ceremonies. 

The City of Jeremiah’s Captivity 

Another Biblical city of the Delta was 
Tahpanhes, the greatest Greek city in 
Egypt, to which the prophet Jeremiah was 
carried captive by his Jewish enemies, who 
fled from Nebuchadnezzar’s army into 
Egypt (Jer. 43: 7-13). The very building 
described in his prophetic utterance of that 
chapter has been discovered. 

In 1881 Maspero discovered the mum- 
mies of a number of important Egyptian 
kings, among which was Raamses II, the 
Pharaoh who oppressed the Israelites. And 


in the Cairo Museum lies the mummy of 
this king who once counted himself an in- 
carnation of the sun god and the superior 
of Jehovah. 

Egypt’s literary contribution to Biblical 
study is superseded only by Babylonia and 
Assyria, and in large degree these finds 
supplement one another in the light they 
throw upon:the Scriptures. Egypt’s volu- 
minous historical records give us a con- 
stant cross-reference to Palestinian history, 
and Egyptian military records of Palestine 
help us in the geographic problems of that 
country. 

It is in proverb literature that Egypt 
produces a literature closest related to the 
Hebrew. Indeed, there is a most striking 
relationshjp between Proverbs 22:17 to 
24:22 and the Egyptian work of Amene- 
mope. The Tell el-Amarna Letters give 
us diplomatic correspondence between 
Egypt and its Palestinian dependencies, plus 
some international correspondence. They 
show us the disintegration of the Egyptian 
Empire in Palestine into a host of petty 
states —a similar state of affairs to that 
which Joshua finds when he invades Pales-, 
tine. 

The study of the days of Ezra and Nehe- 
miah was revolutionized with the. finding 
of the Elephantine papyri, found at. that 
southern boundary fortress of Egypt. They 
have done more for conservative scholar- 
ship of thé post-exilic period than any other 
find, for their language is the same Aramaic 
as of these Biblical books. 


The Earliest Hebrew Alphabet 


Petrie in 1905 visited the great copper: 
mines of the Sinai district, which had been 
so important in Egyptian economic life at 
various periods. He discovered a number 
of interesting inscriptions here — about fifty 
miles from Mt. Sinai—in a new script 
which he could not read. They were de- 
ciphered by Gardiner, in 1917, and it is now 
recognized by all scholars that these in- 
scriptions give us the earliest form of the 
Hebrew alphabet. So we can trace the 
Hebrew alphabet, which is the ancestor of 
our own alphabet, back to about eight hun- 
dred years before Moses. 

Most important of all Egypt’s contribu- 
tion to Biblical study, however, is not what 
she has dorte for the Old Testament, but 
what she has done for the New Testament. 
The Beatty papyri found there are the old- 
est text of the New Testament and con- 
siderably older than the famous Vatican 
and Sinaiticus manuscripts, which are so 
familiar to every Bible student. 

But in addition, the rubbish heaps of 
Egypt have given us thousands of private 
notes, business documents, legal papers, and 
every type of writing imaginable. These 
are written in the koine Greek — the- same 
dialect as the New Testament. These docu- 
ments enable us to get the exact trans- 
lation of countless New Testament terms. 
Se today we can get closer to the original 
meaning of the New Testament than at 
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any time since the death of the writers of 
the New Testament books themselves. 

In fact, for New Testament study the 
value of Egypt’s contribution far outweighs 
all that Palestinian archeology has con- 
tributed; although one must remember that 
of all the archeological work done in Pal- 
estine only a small percentage has been de- 
voted to the New Testament., 

In the Old Testament field we could have 
no Palestinian archeology at all had it not 
been for Egyptian archeology. It is dis- 
tinctly providential that archeology began 
in Egypt and the science developed into a 
fine art there before any extensive arche- 
ological research was done in Palestine. 
For since Palestine was the battleground 
of antiquity, constantly plundered and 
burnt, here archeological remains are in 
large degree fragmentary and obscure; and 
without the technical skill acquired through 
years of work in Egypt, the Palestinian 
archeologist would miss the major portion 
of Palestinian antiquities. Indeed, this is 
just what the early diggers in Palestine 
did. But at this late date, Palestinian 
archeologists use the techniques learned in 
the archeological researches of all coun- 
tries, and it is thus through this acquired 
learning that the soil of Palestine today 
tells her marvelous history of God’s ways 
among men in the Holy Land. Now we 
are ready to study the archeological re- 
searches in Palestine, which will be taken 
up in a later issue. 


PITTSBURGH. 








Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 




















“The Well Is Deep” 


CHANCED upon a very remarkable 
book review the other day. It was 
unusually concise, and at the same time 
unusually comprehensive. It consisted of 
a single sentence, a quotation, addressed 


originally to our Lord by one utterly in-~ 


capable of understanding his infinite re- 
sourcefulness. I have reason to believe, 
however, that in its present application it 
was quite literally true. Some one had 
undertaken to write a life of John Wesley 
and, feeling a pleasant glow of satisfaction 
over the completed product, asked a friend 
to read and criticize the manuscript. The 
friend’s criticism was voiced in a single 
sentence, “Sir, thou hast nothing to draw 
with, and the well is deep.” Given the 
ready wit, I could have said the same 
when on the occasion of the 200th anni- 
versary of Wesley’s birth I heard a Uni- 
tarian minister in Boston preach on his 
life. 

This very suggestive thumb-nail sketch 
was given to me by a missionary friend 
but recently returned after almost forty 
years of service in South India. Because 
of his lifelong acquaintance with the Orient 
and his first-hand knowledge of mission 
work there, my friend felt.impelled to pass 
the same criticism upon Mrs. Morrow’s 
fictional presentation of the life of Adoni- 

‘ram Judson, pronouncing the book as so 
many of us have found it, a most enter- 
taining narrative, but not Judson. 
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Nothing to draw with. What can suffice 
to replace that tragic lack? Not imagina- 
tion; not access to original sources how- 
ever unlimited; not literary skill of the first 
order; not even that exquisite sensitiveness 
to the dramatic value of humor and pathos 
which can play at will upon the reader’s 
emotions, Given all of these qualities and 
advantages, the biographer of a man like 
Wesley or Judson or Bunyan may yet pre- 
sent little more than a caricature of his 
subject. 

It is just such a deficiency that accounts 
for what is wrong, not only with our liter- 
ature, but with much of our gifted preach- 
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ing of today. Pleasing to cultivated ears, 
inspirational to a degree, it yet falls trag- 
ically short of drawing from the hidden 
things of the Spirit, much of it seems, in- 
deed, not so much as to have heard whether 
there be any Holy Spirit. Worse. perhaps 
than this, the same lack is to be found in 
our educational institutions. Equipment 
there is which might well astound the 
founders of the schools, vast reservoirs of 
information and material for research. But 
our youth of today are thrust out into a 
parched world not even knowing of a Well 
so deep and ‘cool and satisfying, if only its 
waters could be reached. 








Two beloved “singing evangelists “’ 
of the last century 








Memories of Philip Phillips and Ira Sankey 


By George C. Stebbins 














From the vantage point of ninety-one years Mr. Stebbins has been recalling for Times 


readers many interesting incidents in the lives of Gospel sit 


rs and composers of 


sacred music. This is the concluding article in his series, ‘‘ My Memories of Well 
Known Hymns and Their Writers.’’ 


appeared a unique figure in the annals 

of spiritual song in the person of Philip 
Phillips. Of him it may be said that he 
introduced solo singing as a new form of 
appeal in evangelism, which came in later 
years to be a power in reaching the hearts 
of the people. 

In the beginning of his ministry of song 
he went from city to city and later from 
country to country singing his spiritual 
songs to “nultitudes, always unattended and 
playing his own accompaniment while 
seated at a low-topped cabinet organ which 
he took. with him. 

He had come to be so well known in his 
early years as a singer that he was invited 
to sing at a special meeting in the United 
State Senate chamber at which President 
Lincoln was present. On hearing him sing 
the song, “Hark, the voice of Jesus call- 
ing,’ Lincoln was so impressed that he re- 
quested him to repeat it. 

Mr. Phillips, in giving the origin of the 
song, “The Home of the Soul,’ which 
through his career was as much identified 
with him as was the “Ninety. and Nine” 
with Mr: Sankey, relates that, while read- 
ing Pilgrim’s Progress, he sent an extract 
from it to Mrs. Ellen H. Gates (a hymn- 
writer of distinction in earlier years), ask- 
ing her to write a suitable hymn on the 
subject. “When the verses came, in 1865,” 
he writes, “I seated myself in my home 
with my little boy on my knee and with 
Bunyan’s immortal dream-book in my hand. 
I began to read the closing scenes where 
Hopeful entered into the city, and I turned 
to my organ with pencil in hand and wrote 
the tune.” Here is an illustration of what 
great good often comes from a thought in 
the mind of one of God’s children. That 
song is still in use in the hymn books, 
bringing blessing to untold numbers of 
God’s people in all parts of the world. 
Here are the first and last verses: 

I will sing you a song of that beautiful land, 

The far away home of the soul, 

Where no storms ever beat on the glittering 
strand, 

While the years of eternity roll. 

O how sweet it will be in that beautiful land, 
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So free from all sorrow and pain, 

With songs on our lips and harps in our 
hands, 

To meet one another again. 

I remember well, seventy years ago, 
hearing people who had heard the singer 
and his song speak of it with highest praise. 

Mr. Phillips had a pleasing personality, 
unassuming and without mannerisms or 
professional airs. His face had a spiritual 
expression which gave the impression that 
he was a man that walked with God. 

In the summer of 1873, Mr. Phillips 
stopped on his way to the Pacific Coast 
to visit Mr. Sankey in Chicago. While he 
was there I had the great pleasure of 
meeting him. I had heard for years of his 
fame as a singer in different parts of the 
world. It is interesting to know how: near 
Mr. Sankey came to missing the great 
honor and fame he won in a few brief 
weeks with Mr. Moody in Great Britain, 
for Mr. Phillips wanted Mr. Sankey to 
accompany him in sacred concerts over the 
world, which appealed to him very greatly, 
as he expressed it to me at the time. Mr. 
Moody was making arrangements to visit 
England in a short time and wanted Mr. 
Sankey to go with him. Mr. Sankey ad 
been associated with Mr. Moody in his 
work in Chicago for two years, which 
made him feel that he should sacrifice any 
personal ambition that he might continue 
his association with Mr. Moody. His 
casting his lot with Mr. Moody in that 
eventful period was a very remarkable 
revelation of how God works out his pur- 
poses in the lives of his children. 

It is interesting, also, to note that Mr. 
Sankey, in the beginning of his work with 
Mr. Moody in Great Britain, adopted Mr. 
Phillips’ custom of playing his own ac- 
companiments seated at his organ, and it is 
especially noteworthy that Mr. Sankey, by 
his incomparable singing, brought to the 
attention of the Christian world the power 
of Gospel song, 

It was therefore very fitting that Mr. 
Sankey should be the first of a long line of 
singers, since those early years, to be called 

“singing evangelists.” 


Catsxi1z, N. Y. 
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Lesson for October 3 


Whose Sunday School Is This? 
By Martha Lindley Hall 


HEN Dwight Russell retired from 

the presidency of the Young Peo- 
ple’s Society at the end of a successful 
three-year term, he was asked to take the 
superintendency of the Sunday school. 
Hesitating at the responsibility, he felt a 
pardonable pride in the confidence ex- 
pressed in him, and finally accepted with 
a determination to make a good job of it. 

It was a small school, but there were 
possibilities. With all the village children 
attending, the enrollment should be dou- 
bled. A young people’s class and an adult 
study group would bring in older people. 

The end of the first year was gratifying. 
The enrollment was fifty per cent greater. 
New methods and up-to-date supplies were 
being used by an enthusiastic staff. Dwight 
started on his second year greatly encour- 
aged and determined to come nearer his 
goal. Then, when well into the second 
year, there came a slump. A mission group, 
encouraged by the church’s success, started 
a Sunday school of their own. Dwight 
was broad-minded about this and hoped 
that they might attract some that he had 
failed to reach. Nevertheless, it depleted 
two of his teen-age classes, leaving the 
remnant with a discouraged teacher. 

A stretch of bad weather was followed 
by an epidemic of children’s diseases. One 
teacher moved away — another was ordered 
to bed for an indefinite period. The or- 
ganist was never very reliable, but either 
of these teachers could supply. Now, this 
fell upon Dwight, who had no illusions 
about his musical ability. He secured sub- 
stitutes for the classes, but they were too 
young and inexperienced. Naturally, the 
attendance dropped. 

The secretary developed a week-end holi- 
daying tendency, and his work fell to 
Dwight, too. Altogether, he felt that he 
was being let down. — 

“I wonder,” he thought on his way to 
work one blue Monday, “if they think this 
is a one-man show. Superintendent, teacher, 
organist, secretary, and I even pass the 
plate half the time. An organ-grinder has 
a monkey to do that job. Perhaps,” he 
mused, “they think I’m the monkey. I 
certainly have been a fool to think that 
this place wanted a Sunday school.” 

Dwight’s discouragement grew into dis- 
content and irritation. Each Sunday he 
went expecting the worst — and, of course, 
he usually found it. Finally, he reached 
the conclusion that the trouble was that 
he was willing to do too much. 

“They’ve dumped the whole works onto 
me. If this is not going to be a co-opera- 
tive job—I quit. I'll have the matter out 
with them. It’s getting under my skin.” 

First, he thought of talking with Mr. 
Belding, the minister. But Dwight hated 
to worry him. He had been so happy at 
having a reliable superintendent like 
Dwight — it seemed a shame to add a bur- 
den to an overworked man. 

“T’ll take it up with the whole school,” 
he decided, ‘They should be made to feel 
that they are slackers —I’ll go right after 
them.” 

Accordingly, on. the following Sunday, 
he went prepared with a few plain truths. 
He was too concerned with his own griev- 
ances to realize that he was going to scold 


or mine, but ours. 
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the faithful few. 
said: 

“I am going to ask a very important 
question; upon the answer depends the 
future of this Sunday school.” Then em- 
phasizing every word so that it sounded 
more like an accusation than a desire for 
information, he said: “Whose Sunday 
school is this?” 

It was his plan to present the fact that 
it was a co-operative venture — not yours 
Then he meant to show 
them by illustration how impossible it was 
to carry on without the support of par- 
ents, teachers, and officers. Nor did he 
intend to stop there. He would take the 
matter up with the Board of the church 
at their annual meeting. The church 
fathers and mothers were. going to hear a 
thing or two. 

The question was followed by a thought- 


After preliminaries, he 
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ful silence. Then Penelope raised a blue- 
mittened hand. Dwight had expected the 
first response to be from the. Bible Class. 
However, this might work out better. The 
tiniest Beginner might provide a_ better 
starting point for his lecture. 

“All right, Penelope,” he said, “you tell 
us.” 

Penelope, raising eyes that were bluer 
than her mittens, and whispering so that 
only Dwight could hear, said: 

“It’s Jesus’ Sunday school.” 

Weeks later, at the annual meeting, 
Dwight told of the new spirit that had 
taken possession of him and his staff all 
because of a child’s simple answer. They 
dence that always comes when one realizes 
were going forward now with the confi- 
the presence of the Master. 


Naramata, B. C., Can. 














The Children’s Bible Interest Ten Years Later 


Arn honest confession, and a note of hope, from a Christian mother with 
whom many other Christian parents will sympathize 











EARS ago there appeared in THE 

Sunpay ScHoot TiMEs an article writ- 
ten by an earnest Christian mother, telling 
of her plan and happy experiences in teach- 
ing her children to read and love the Bible. 
She used various means and devices, en- 
couraging them to search out verses and 
memorize them, having them repeat verses 
at family worship, giving to each when 
very young a beautifully bound Bible, in- 
stilling in them very early the habit of 
reading the Book before anything else in 
the morning. 

A Times reader ten years later wrote 
of this article: “I have used this a great 
deal, and now the question was asked me, 
‘Do you suppose these children were just 
as interested in the Bible ten years later 
as, they apparently were in their teens?’ 

“IT wondered if it would not be worth 
while, if possible, for this mother to write 
something further on this subject. The 


difficult age in many homes seems to be. 


from fifteen to eighteen years of age, and 
the questioner wondered if the children 
were just as keen on reading the Bible 
then as when younger. Some such article 
might be a great encouragement for par- 
ents to begin early to stress Bible reading.” 

Following this suggestion, THe SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times asked the writer of the arti- 
cle for a reply to the inquiry. Her answer 
is significant, carrying as it does a mighty 
warning and a glad and confident assur- 
ance. Christian parents will do well to 
ponder her words. She writes: 

“No, the children did not grow up to 
be as interested in the Bible as they were 
when I had them about me in the home. 
The fault was not theirs, or the plan’s, as 
I see it. I grew cold toward my task, I 
had ‘hold of their hearts in their youth,’ 
as Susannah Wesley said, but, unlike her, 
I ‘loosened my grip.’ ‘While I was busy 
here and there,’ in public Bible classes, ‘the 
man was gone,’—the boy was gone, the 
girl was gone, and a young man and young 
woman are here in their places. 

“T thought, Their Sunday school teachers 





and their pastor will interest them now; 
they have ‘joined the church,’ they are all 
right. 

“But the boy imbibed a little of slow 
poison at college, I think; and the cares 
and activities of this life attacked the 
girls; and the Devil did not neglect his 
job. So now the oldest boy never: reads 
his Bible, and the girls delight to possess 
a beautiful copy, but neglect it. I am ask- 
ing the Lord whether they were ‘stony 
ground hearers’ after all,— will and con- 
science never broken up. Yes, it was just 
when the oldest were fifteen and eighteen 
that I failed. 

“The youngest boy —the one who liked 
the Revelation so much—now through 
high school and nearly seventeen, is most 
interested. Perhaps his impressions were 
made in concrete. He reads his Bible daily, 
is a consecrated Christian, and teaches ‘a 
Sunday school class of younger boys. 

“I believe it can be done, nevertheless. 
Children can be interested in the Word of 
God, and their interest sustained through 
youth to manhood and womanhood. Now 
that I look back and see, as the mountain- 
eer grandmother says, ‘where I left the 
gaps down in raisin’ mine,’ I know that 
persevering effort in much prayer, and faith 
for ‘my house,’ would have held their inter- 
est and won their consecration. And even 
now, I know that when they are old they 
will not depart from the Way they should 
go.” 

ve 


The fulfilment of irksome duties is the 
test of sincere obedience. When pleasure 
and service are identical, it is easy to be 
diligent in heavenly business; but when 
flesh and blood rebel against a known duty, 
it is time to invoke the aid of divine grace. 
Every personal feeling and private affection 
must give way before the imperative de- 
mands of our Lord and Master. . Conten- 
tion for the faith is far less pleasant. than 
communion with Christ; but the neglect of 
the precept may involve the withdrawal .of 
the privilege —C. H. Spurgeon. 
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writer in World Dominion gives in- 

stances of the charm and influence 
which the Lord Jesus exercises on multi- 
tudes in India who have not yet identified 
themselves with the Church of Christ. 
Gatherings to honor his birth on Christ- 
mas Day have become a _ noteworthy 
feature of recent years. Those taking 
part are often men of high. standing 
in the community. Thus on one occasion 
in 1929 a hundred Hindus assembled at 
Madras. Two pictures of Jesus were dis- 
played, covered with flowers, and the leader 
spoke of our Lord’s shining purity, renun- 
ciation, and love. “Through him millions 
are yet to reach the footstool of God. He 
was Divinity itself manifest on earth.” At 
Simla a Parsee Christmas speaker applied 
to our Lord the well known lines of Ten- 
nyson in his ode to Queen Alexandra: 

Saxon and Norman and Dane are we, 


But all of us one in our welcome of Thee, 
Alexandra. 


The paraphrase ran, 


Hindus and Moslems and Parsees are we, 
But all of us one in our welcome of Thee, 
O Jesus. 

Shopkeepers speak of the increased de- 
mand for pictures of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the Secretary of the Bible Society at 
Allahabad mentions a Hindu merchant 
asking him to recommend a really good 
one to hang up in his office. 


Rome and International Politics.—The 
late Mr. John Morley once said of the 
historian James Anthony Froude that fear 
of the Church of Rome bulked altogether 
too largely in his point of view. Therein 
Morley showed his blindness and the pres- 
ent international situation makes this clear. 
The Church of Rome is at the very heart 
of the movement to overthrow free and 
democratic government. Its association 
with Mussolini in his plan to break the 
British Empire is indubitable. The one 
hopes to restore the Roman Empire, the 
other to make it a Holy Roman Empire. 
The control of Palestine, an area which 
is now at the center of world politics, is 
the objective of both. Great Britain has 
been obliged to protest against the .broad- 
casting from Italy of anti-British propa- 
ganda in the native languages of Egypt, 
Palestine, and India. Back of the disturb- 
ances in Palestine are the agents of Italy 
among the Arab populations of the Near 
East. Mussolini and the Papacy are side- 
partners in Ethiopia. It was the Vatican 
pressure on France that neutralized and 
nullified the Sanctions Policy of the League 
of Nations. 

The Central European bloc, — Germany, 
Austria, and Italy, — has papal complacence. 
Count von Papen, Hitler’s personal ambas- 
sador to Austria, is a papal chamberlain; 
the Austrian Chancellor Schuschnig is said 
' to plan ultimately to enter a monastery. The 
establishment of a dictatorship in Spain in 
alliance with other Catholic states is part 
ef the clerical program of war on “god- 


Ts Drawing Power of Christ.—A 


less France” and “heretic England.” Eng- 
land’s difficulty is Catholic Ireland’s oppor- 
tunity,, Quebec clericals are agitating for 
a Canadian Free State on the Irish model. 
The Rexists, Fascists of Belgium, take 
their name from the present Pope’s motto, 
“Make Christ Rex” (King). 


Casting Out Evil Spirits—The Rev. 
Theodore Ziemer of Kon Ken, Siam, gives 
this recent experience of demon possession: 

“The victim was a man of eighteen years 
who had followed us from village to vil- 


’ lage listening. .At 2 A. M. of the third 


night we were rudely awakened by a scene 
we shall never forget. Instead of a polite, 
interested young man we beheld a veritable 
tiger. 

“Biting, clawing, pummeling, kicking, 
frothing at the mouth, and throwing him- 
self to the ground with terrific force were 
a few things the evil spirit caused him to 
do. We tried to speak to him and he 
tried to answer, but could not, for he was 
dumb also. By this time a big crowd had 
gathered and, in view of this and of the 
mighty power of Christ we had spoken of 
earlier in the evening, prayer was made 
in his behalf. 

“When the words, ‘In the name of Jesus 
and through his precious blood I command 
thee to depart,’ were spoken, the evil spirit 
immediately departed — but not without one 
last effort to destroy the man. He fell 
violently to the ground vainly clutching the 
air, a sort of shiver went through his be- 
ing, and then he stood up clothed in his 
right mind and conversed with me, asking 
what all the commotion was about. Need- 
less to say the crowd was dumfounded and 
amazed, and the news has spread from vil- 
lage to village. The young man followed 
us many days, and then bade us good-by.” 


A Great Methodist Conference in Eng- 
land.—Some seventy years ago an English 
gentleman, Mr. Hulme, willed a large house 
with farm and outbuildings in Derbyshire 
to the use of missionary training, and for 
thirty years it was carried on in connec- 
tion with the London work of Dr. and Mrs. 
Guinness. Later the estate passed into 
Methodist hands, and the great evangelist, 
Thomas Cook, was the leader of Cliff Col- 
lege. He was followed by Samuel Chad- 
wick, who brought into special emphasis 
the exposition of Scripture, at the same 
time not neglecting evangelism. From it 
now go out mission teams and summer 
trekkers, carrying the Gospel throughout 
Britain, and by means of the Chadwick 
Evangelistic Fund a regular staff of forty 
evangelists work from this center in pairs. 
Another feature is the annual Whitsuntide 
Festival. This year nearly 10,000 persons 
foregathered by special excursion trains 
(one known as the Hallelujah Express). 
There was great speaking, by Gipsy Smith, 
among others, who was accompanied by 
the birds of May outside the tent. 

“I woke up before daylight this morn- 
ing,” he said at oye point. “A thrush 


was singing, and it seemed as if he said 
over and over, ‘Give it up! Give it up!’ 
I wondered if I really ought to, and then 
said to myself, What the bird is actually 
saying is, ‘Keep it up! Keep it up!’” 

One minute testimonies brought out such 
words as, “I saw the king at the coronation, 
and that was the greatest sight except the 
first sight I had of Jesus in a Methodist 
chapel.” 

Another cried out, “I was converted be- 
hind the plow at North Kyne.” 

The story of a Durham miner was also 
quoted. He had challenged a ratioualist 
lecturer who was depreciating miracles. 
The lecturer in reply sneeringly said, “I 
suppose you mean you've turned over a 
new leaf?” 

“No,” said the man, “J could never do 
that; but Jesus turned it over for me.” 

A fund of $15,500 was raised by the great 
gathering for the work in the coming year. 


Poison in the Magazines.—The mission 
among the Lakkers has occasionally to- play 
Good Samaritan to those fallen among wild 
beasts, — bears and, at times, tigers. Mrs. 
Lorrain, who supervises the medical work, 
says of this: “Bears are bad things to be 
mauled by, but as a rule the wounds do 
not contain too much poison, as the bear 
is a fairly clean eater, and if carefully 
treated they heal very well. On the other 
hand, the wounds from a tiger are nearly 
always very poisonous because of the putrid 
flesh on the claws, and therefore far more 
dangerous.” 

We have the two classes in our current 
literature. A man like Mencken rends and 
tears, but he does not poison. The poison 
is on the claws of the sex writers in the 
magazines. It is in the putrid suggestive- 
ness which runs in veins through so much 
of our literature. 


The Martyrs of the South Seas.— Lawes 
College takes its name from a great pioneer 
missionary of the London Missionary So- 
ciety in Papua. Here Papuans are trained 
as teachers and preachers and handworkers. 
They live in ‘neat cottages and raise their 
own food. Their wives, too, are preparing 
to preach as well as to teach. There is 
a beautiful little college chapel in which are 
two stained glass windows, memorials to 
Dr. James Chalmers and Oliver Tomkins, 
both of whom suffered death by martyr- 
dom at the same time. Above the Com- 
munion table is another memorial window. 
It contains four tables of the names of 
those Samoan and South Sea missionaries 
who died. in the service of Christ in Papua 
between 1871 and 1899. There are eighty- 
two names. Some of these missionaries, 
themselves not long removed from primitive 
savagery, were clubbed or speared to death, 
some died from fever or pestilence. “And 
if the memorial were brought up to date 
and all the names of those who have given 
their lives in the service of Jesus Christ 
were added, the number of names would 
probably be twice as great.” 
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LESSON 1. 








OCTOBER 3. CHRISTIAN SONSHIP 


International Uniform Lesson.—1 John, Chapter 3; printed text, 1 John 3:1-6, 18-24 


Golden Text.—But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name.—John 1:12 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is 1 John 3 : 1-6, 18-24 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


1 John 3:1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore 
the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not. 

2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 

3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, 
even as he is pure. 

4 Whosoever. committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin 
is the transgression of the law. 

5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; 
and in him is no sin. 

6 Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth, hath 
not seen him, neither known him. 


18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; 
but in deed and in truth. 

19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure 
our hearts before him. 

20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, 
and knoweth all things. 

21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
toward God. 

22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep 
his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 

23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the 
name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us 
commandment. 

24, And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and 
he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 John 3:1 Behold what manner of love the Father hath be- 
stowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such 
we are. For this cause the world knoweth us not, because it knew 
not him. 2 Beloved, now are we children of God, and it is not yet 
made manifest what we shall be. We know that, if the shall be 
manifested, we shall be like him; for we shall see him even as he 
is. 3 And every one that hath this hope set on him purifieth him- 
self, even as he is pure. 4 Every one that doeth sin doeth also 
lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 5 And ye know that he was 
manifested to * take away sins; and-in him is no sin. 6 Whosoever 
abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, 
neither * knoweth him. 


18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither with the 
tongue; but in. deed and truth. 19 Hereby shall we know that we 
are of the truth, and shall ‘assure our heart © before him: 20 be-- 
cause if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and 
knoweth all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, we 
have boldness toward God; 22 and whatsoever we ask we receive 
of him, because we keep his commandments and do the things that 
are pleasing in his sight. 23 And this is his commandment, that we 
should * believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one 
another, even as he gave us commandment. 24 And he that keepeth 
his commandments abideth in him, and he in him. And hereby we 
know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he gave us. 

1Or, it. * Or, bear sins, * Or, hath known. *Gr., persuade. 

Comp. Matt. 28:14. °Or, before him, whereinsoever our heart 

condemn us; because God, etc. °Gr., believe the name. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 


which he hath given us. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


ROM the study of God in the making 
F< a nation, we turn to the study of 
God in the making of a Christian. In 
the Old Testament story of Israel, there 
is the love of God for a sinful people, the 
blood of God given for sin, the fellowship 
between a righteous God and a redeemed? 
and cleansed people.. These same three 
truths shine out in our great chapter on 
Christian sonship, 1 John 3, companion to 
John 3: Christian sonship has its source 
in the love of God, its price in the blood 
of Christ, its expression in fellowship with 
the holy Father. And how gloriously are 
these truths expressed in John 3:16 and 
in 1 John 3: 16! 
The Historical Setting 
It is thought that John wrote his first 


Epistle soon after the writing of the Gos- 
pel, in Ephesus, probably about 90 A. D. 
Verse by Verse 

t John 3:1.—Behold, what. manner of 
love. Compare John 3:16 and Ephesians 
3:19. Called the sons of God. Called 
“children of God,” using the word which 
suggests those born of God. The ancient 
manuscripts add, “And we are.” The 
world knoweth us not, because it knew him 
not. The Christ-rejecting world does not 
understand God, and to the extent that 
Christians are like their Father, the world 
does not understand them, and hates them 
(John 15: 18-23; 16:2, 3). 

Verse 2.—Beloved. Of God, and of John, 
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who is an example of the love he urges 
upon them. Jt doth not yet appear what 
we shall be. Christians are yet to be mani- 
fested in glory, with Christ (Rom. 8: 17- 
25; Col. 3:4). When he shall appear. At 
Christ’s second coming. We shall be like 
him. This is the hope of the glory of 
God (Rom. 5:2). Today we have the 
earnest of the Spirit, and present likeness 
to Christ, as a foretaste of that perfect 
likeness in glory (Rom. 5:4; 8:18, 23). 


Verse 3.—Hath this hope in him. This 
hope of Christ’s coming, and our being 
made like him, set upon Christ. Purifieth 
himself, even as he is pure. (1 Thess. 3: 
13.) We purify ourselves by faith (Acts 
15:9), expressed in obedience and love ‘(1 
Pet. 1:22). 

Verse 4.—Sin is the transgression of the 
law. “Sin is lawlessness” (R. V.). That 
is, anything contrary to God’s law is sin. 
Love is the fulfilling of the law, and any- 
thing contrary to love is sin. 


Verse 5.—He was manifested to take 
away our sins. At his first coming, or 
manifestation, he bore our sins (John 1: 
29; Heb. 9:26, 28). In him’ is no sin. 
(Otherwise he could not have been a sac- 
rifice for our sins.) Our being like Christ 
must mean separation from sin. 


Verse 6.—Whosoever abideth in him sin- 
neth not. Abiding in Christ, as the branch 
abides in the vine, and sinning, are oppo- 
sites. Many good commentators interpret 
this to mean that Christians abiding in 
Christ do not keep on sinning as the habit 
of their lives. This is true. But see Spe- 
cial Topics. Whosoever sinneth hath not 
seen him, neither known him. John speaks 
in absolute terms. See Special Topics. 


Verse 19.—Hereby we know that we are 
of the truth. Because we love in deed and 
in truth. 

Verse 20.—For if our heart condemn us, 
God is greater than our heart, and knoweth 
all things. Interpreters are divided as to 
whether this is (1) a consoling message, 
meaning that God knows a trembling Chris- 
tian belongs to him, in spite of doubts that 
come; or (2) a warning message, mean- 
ing that if our hearts condemn us, then 
indeed God with his higher knowledge will 
certainly condemn. If the latter, the refer- 
ence is to those who do not love sincerely, 
and who are condemned, not to the true 
Christian whose heart condemns him for 
failure, like Peter (John 21: 15-17). 


Verse 21.—If our heart condemn us not. 
This is the normal state for the Chris- 
tian; not that he is sinless, but that he is 
yielded to the Lord, trusting his grace (1 
Cor. 4:4). 

Verse 22.—Whatsoever we ask, we re- 
ceive of him. As our Lord himself taught 
(John 15:7). When we abide in Christ, 
we ask only what is in his will, guided 
by the Spirit. Because we keep his com- 


_ mandments. Though Christians do not per- 


fectly keep Gad’s commandments, there is 
a keeping of them by his grace, which sep- 
arates Christians from sinners, and distin- 
guishes abiding Christians from defeated 
or rebellious Christians (1 Kings 3:14). 
Do those things that are pleasing in his 
sight. Including things not specifically 
commanded. This is the ambition of the 
true Christian (2 Cor. 5:9). Jesus did this 
perfectly (John 8: 29). 


Verse 23.—Believe on the name of his 
Son Jesus Christ, and love one another. 
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This is one commandment, in its twofold 
expression: faith working through love. 
It is parallel to the commandment to love 
God, and love our neighbor. 


Verse 24.—He that keepeth his command- 
ments dwelleth in him. This defines the 
meaning of abiding (John 14:21, 23; 15: 
10, 12, 17). We know that he abideth in 
us, by the Spirit. We are not left to our 
own feeling or consciousness; this whole 
miracle is wrought by the living God, 
dwelling in us, shedding abroad God’s love 
in our heart (Rom. 5:5). 


The Heart of the Lesson 


A revival would come in the Sunday 
schools of the world, and in the Church 
of Christ, if unsaved Sunday school teach- 
ers should be born again, and if saved 
Sunday school teachers would live as chil- 
dren of God. “Ye must be born again” is 
God’s message to unsaved men. “Ye must 
live righteous lives” is God’s command to 
saved men. This is John’s teaching on 
sonship in the third chapter of his letter. 
Summed up in two words, his message is: 
believe and love. To say we believe, and 
not to love, is the terrible heresy against 
which John protests. To include works 
as a means to eternal life is fatal. To ex- 
clude works as an evidence of eternal life 
is also fatal. 

Sonship is the theme of 1 John, for son- 
ship means fellowship with the Father and 
with the Son, and this means to love in 
deed and in truth. Eternal life is in God’s 
Son, and to have life we must have him. 
Having life, we must live as he lived. Com- 
pletion of eternal life is complete likeness 
to Christ at his coming. 


Lesson Outlines 
ErTerNAL Lire THrouGH SoNSHIP 

1. Source of sonship: the love of God 
(1 John 3:1). 

2. Price of sonship: the blood of Christ 
(3:5, 16). 

3. Creation of sonship: new birth by the 
Spirit, through faith in Jesus (3: 2, 23, 24). 

4. Present realization of sonship: abiding 
in Christ, purifying ourselves (3:3, 24). 

5. Future completion of sonship: con- 
formed to image of God’s Son at his com- 
ing (3:2). 

REALIzING Our SoNSHIP 


1. Fact of sonship (1 John 3: 1-3, 14, 19, 
23). 

2. Assurance of sonship: (1) Witness of 
the Word (John 1:12, 13; 3:16, 36; 1 
John 5:9-12). (2) Witness of the Spirit 
(1 John 3:24; 4:13; Rom. 8:16; Gal. 
4:6). (3) Witness of the life (1 John 3: 
3-8, 23, 24; John 14: 21). 


3. Tests of sonship: (1) Called children, 


separated from world (3:1, 2). (2) Prom- 
ise of future likeness to Jesus and present 
aiming to be like him (3:2, 3). (3) Liv- 
ing a righteous life, abiding in Christ (3: 
4-10, 23, 24). (4) Loving the brethren (3: 
10-23). (5) Assurance of heart, and an- 
swered prayer (3:21, 22). (6) Indwell- 
ing of the Holy Spirit (3:24). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Assurance of Salvation. Our knowledge 
of our salvation is based first on the Word 
of God. When we believe, he saves; when 


"we receive, he makes us sons; when we 


come to him, he receives us (John 3: 36; 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


1. October 3.—Christian Sonship. 


1 John, Chapter 3 
2. October 10.—The Christian in God’s 


Keeping .......... Psalm 121; Book of Jude 
3. October 17.—Christian Speech and Con- 
GUE. Se cine dhn jonas tasves James, Chapter 3 


4. October 24.—Christian Renewal. 
John 10:7-16; Titus 3: 1-11 
5. October 31.—The Moral Issue in_ the 
Drink Problem (International Temper- 
ance Sunday). Romans 13: 12-14; 1 
Corinthians 6: 9-11; Galatians 5 : 16-24 
6. November 7.—Christian Character and 
FORDE co icec hese sv Sciews Colossians 3 : 1-17. 
November 14.—The Christian Minister. 
1 Timothy, Chapter 4; 2 Timothy 2:1-4 
. November 21.—Christian Workers. 
Acts 6:1-10; 1 Corinthians 3 : 10-15; 
Galatians 6 : 6-10; 1 Timothy 6: 11-21 
9. November 28.—Christian Fruitfulness. 
John 15 : 1-16 


o wn 








1:12, 13; 5:24). Then comes an inner 
assurance that God is our Father, the re- 
sult of the witness of the Spirit (Rom. 8: 
16; Gal. 4:6). There follows the witness 
of the changed life, love for the brethren, 
and other things mentioned in 1 John 3. 
See Lesson Outlines. 


John’s Message of Victory Over Sin. 
Throughout his letter John sets before us 
two opposites in absolute terms: darkness 
and light, Satan and God, Christ and Anti- 
christ, sin and righteousness, hate and love, 
the child of God and the child of the Devil, 
sinning and not sinning, knowing God and 
not knowing him, seeing God and not see- 
ing him. The characteristic of the child 
of God is to live like Jesus, to love, to be 
righteous as he is, to love as Jesus loves. 
There is the ideal of complete Christlike- 
ness that no Christian has yet attained. But 
there is also the present attitude of abiding 
in Christ, which is the privilege and re- 
sponsibility of every child of God. It is 
evident that not all Christians are living 
thus. Hence the urgent exhortations in 
all the Epistles to surrender to Christ and 
abide in him, walking in the Spirit. 

Thus there is set before every Christian 
the. goal of being more and more like 
Christ. But there is set before many 
Christians -a crisis decision to come into a 
new place of victory. Two things keep 
a Christian defeated: lack of surrerider, and 
unbelief due to ignorance of God’s provision 
for a Spirit-filled life. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Do you know you are a child of God? 
It is possible to be saved and not have as- 
surance. Also when you deal with your 
pupils to bring them to the place of know- 
ing they are saved, some of them will 
doubtless be led to real sonship for the first 
time. See Special Topics and Lesson Out- 
lines. 


Are we living as children of God? It 
is terribly possible for Christians to walk 
after the flesh. John presents the life 
after the Spirit, walking as Jesus walked. 

Are all our Sunday school pupils saved? 
This lesson is a challenge to every teacher 
not to be satisfied till every pupil has 
assurance of sonship. 


How practical is our love? Do we love 
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the “brethren, and do we show it in real 
ways? 

What are we doing to win souls? Men 
who have not been born again are lost. 
Yet Christ died for them. What are we 
doing to let them know? 


Have we entered into victory? If we 
are not living as children of God, there 
is needed a crisis of surrender and faith 
to begin now a life of abiding, in the power 
of the Holy Spirit. 

Are all our prayers answered? This is 
a privilege of sonship. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


There are only two ways of living: as 
the Lord Jesus lived and as the Devil lives. 


Fellowship with the Father and with his 
Son is possible only through sonship. 


Salvation is union with Christ, a union 
begun when we are born of the Spirit, con- 
tinued as we live in the Spirit, completed 
when we see Christ and are like him. 


Since eternal life is in Jesus, the only 
way we can have life is to have the Son 
of God (1 John 5: 11, 12). 

There are only two ways of living: for 
self or for Christ. 

Such selfless love as Jesus displayed the 
world does not understand. 

The world hated Jesus because he tes- 
tified that its deeds were evil (John 7: 7) ; 


when our testimony is faithful, the world 
will hate us. 


Modernists boldly proclaim that all men 


are sons of God, and thus blot out all dis- 
tinction between God and Satan. 


When the characteristics of the family 
of God are clearly marked in God’s chil- 
dren, the things that separate them into 
denominations take a secondary place. 


John. 3 tells us plainly how to become 
children of God; 1 John 3 tells us plainly 
how children of God behave. 


Cotumara, S. C. 
ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HAT is the relation between Christian 

sonship and eternal life? 

When John says it does not yet appear 
what we shall be, does he mean’ that we 


shall be something greater than children of 
God? 


3. How. does John show in this chapter 
that not all men are sons of God? 

4. When John says that whosoever abideth 
in Christ sinneth not, does he mean that 
Christians are sinless? If not, what is the 
meaning ? 

5, What three relationships of the child of 
God are discussed in 1 John 3? What two 
words are _prominent as describing these re- 
lationships ? 

6. How would you sum up the main prac- 
tical exhortation of the third chapter of 1 
ae 

. Can you mention half a dozen expres- 
shi parallel to ‘abiding in Christ,” used in 
1 John 3? 

8. In what ways is Christ central in John’s 
— on sonship? 

In what three ways do we know that 
Christ abides in us and that we are God’s 
children, as shown in 1 John 3? 

10. Can you mention three sstabde parallel 
passages that give the same message as 1 
John 3? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 661 of this issue. 
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Lesson for October 3 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is, paid tor 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully aiteaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly. having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Tilustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

What Manner of Love.—Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us (1 John 3:1). Early one morn- 
ing in a certain city, at the gate of a prison, 
there was observed a very tender sight. An 
aged mother sat in an humble cart waiting 
for the release of her son from the prison. 
She had driven many miles from a distant 
city, and she looked very worn and weary. 
On the vacant seat beside her was a little 
basket of dainty food, and a change of outer 
garments. Her tearful, eager glances 
toward the prison gate showed how much 
love the prisoner who was about to be re- 
leased would find awaiting him. The mother 
loved her son, though he had been sinful 
and wrong. God loved us while we were 
yet sinners and gave his Son to die for us 
upon the cross.—From Christian Herald. 
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Sent by Mrs. Helen P. Zabriskie, Jersey 
City, N. J.- Prize illustration. 


The Resurrection Glory.—/t doth not 
yet appear what we shall be ... when he 
shall appear, we shall be like him (v. 2). 
Dr. Andrew Bonar once tried to describe 
the resurrection glory. He pictured one 
angel saying to another, as. they saw a 
radiant form arise: “Look at her. Do 
you remember the poor old woman in the 
lonely cottage — her face wrinkled with age 
and haggard with suffering? Look at her 
now —not an angel has a face so bright 
and beautiful.” So it will be with all who 
wear the transfigured glory of Christ.— 
From “5000 Best Modern Illustrations.” 
Sent by Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


Why He Stopped Smoking.—And every 
man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himself, even as he is pure (v. 3). The 
late Dr. John Roach Straton, valiant de- 
fender of the faith, gave this testimony: 
“I wish to bear my own personal testimony 
that I did not overcome the habit of smok- 
ing until the truth of the return of our Lord 
came home clearly to my mind and heart. 
When I did thus believe that Jesus Christ 
is surely coming back to this world again, 
even as he plainly promised, and that his 
coming for his church—the redeemed — 
may be at any moment, I found grace to 
throw pipes and cigars away completely, 
never to take them up again. I did not 
want Jesus to come back and find me with 
a breath that was offensive, or presenting 





of love the Father 
hath bestowed upon 
us,that we should be 
called children of 
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“Behold what manner “That Thou shouldst love 


a wretch like me, 

And be the God Thou art, 
Is darkness to my intellect, 
, But sunshine to my heart”. 
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Many of Dr. Pace’s choicest cartoons have been published in poster form. Fifty-two of these, 
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the sorry spectacle of a preacher with a 
pipe or cigar in the corner of his mouth!” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by E. M. Cary, Dayton, Ohio. 


“What Lets You In.”—To them that 
believe on his name (Golden Text). A 
London waif, cold and hungry, was invited 
one night by a city missionary fo a refuge 
for little wanderers. He was told simply 
to ring the bell, and. when asked who he 
was, to say the three words, “In His name.” 
He ventured up the steps, and true to the 
promise of the worker received a royal 
welcome. With a good supper and a warm 
bed he dreamed that he was in Heaven. 
A few days afterward he was hurt in the 
street by a wagon. The card of the res- 
cue home was found in his pocket, and he 
was taken to the hospital, and word was 
sent to the mission. He was tenderly nursed 
during the few lingering days of his life and 
taught of that other portal which is also 
entered “in His name,” and often in his 
last hours would he repeat over and over 
again, “‘In His name,’ that’s what lets you 
in.’—From A. B. Simpson. Sent by M. 
H. James, Toronto, 


The Unused Life Belt.—But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name (Golden Text). One 
day this summer I was going to a steamer 
with a friend, but when near the steamer 
our boat was upset. The river was very 
deep and very swift, but I had taken two 
life belts. I put one on, but my friend,, who 
was a good swimmer, put his down beside 
him. When we were thrown out into the 
water, my life belt soon brought me to the 
surface; but my dear friend never came 
up again. The blood of Jesus is like the 
life belt, and faith in Him is putting it on. 
Knowing about Jesus, but not believing 
him, is the life belt at our side that does 
not save.—Source unknown. Sent by Miss 
J. B. James, Toronto. 


Better Than a Missionary.—But as 
many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name (Golden 
Text). In Cayuga, Guatemala, a group of 
five women, who had heard a little of the 
Gospel, were gathered in a room awaiting 
the arrival of a lady missionary, whom they 
had asked to come to their village and tell 
them how they could accept the Lord and 
be saved. The missionary was unable to 
go, but they were so desirous of obtaining 
salvation that they decided to do what is 
done in the meetings of the evangelicos, 
where one rises, or raises the hand, or both, 
as a first step in accepting Jesus. So the 
five women rose, raised their right hands, 
and repeated together, “I accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ as my personal Saviour.” He 
whom they accepted met them and filled 
their hearts with joy, and they knew that 
his presence was better than that of a 
missionary. They were the first Christians 
in their town.—From a clipping. Sent by 
Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 
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The principle of acting simply_for God 
will, in general, make the path of duty 
plain, solve a thousand otherwise dubious 
questions, lead to the most proper and ob- 
vious means, and preclude that painful 
anxiety about events, which upon no other 
plan can be avoided.—John Newton. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Royal Family.—Beloved, now are 
we the sons of God (1 John 3:2). For 
years we have taken Theelllustrated Lon- 
don News, one of the very best of all the 
weekly magazines printed in the English 
language. Why go to England for read- 
ing matter? 

We have two grandsons, and we figure 
this publication as an important part of 
their education. The News, as you prob- 
ably know, is almost all fine pictures, both 
in black and white and in color. The boys, 
ever since they were little shavers, have 
always taken a great delight in turning 
the pages of the pictured news from all 
over the world. 

The News gives much of its space to 
the English royal family and its doings. 
There are wonderful supplements and spe- 
cial editions from time to time devoted 
to King George, Queen Mary, and their 
children. In 1935 there was a wonderful 
special issue with 800 pictures celebrating 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of the King’s 
reign. You paid $2.10 extra for it. 

Our boys are quite fond of horses, and 
each of them owns a horse that can jump. 

We want our boys to be noble, clean 
livers and royal as are the English princes. 
We want them to understand what it is to 
be a.genuine Christian and belong to the 
royal family of Heaven. 

That is to say, we believe there is much 
to be taught by association. “What you are 
speaks so loud I cannot hear what you 
say,” is a. wise saying we often hear quoted. 

When we read intimate accounts of royal 
folks, we learn that great pains are taken 
with the training of royal sons. They are 
not permitted to run wild. Philip of Mace- 
don had his son Alexander the Great 
looked after by no less a teacher than 
Aristotle. 

When it is realized that the children of 
Christians are of the highest royal blood, 
the same care is taken to train them. Dad 
makes it his business to see Jack has the 
right teachers and Dad knows where Jack 
is day and night. Mother is just as careful 
about Mollie and insists on knowing with 
whom she consorts (John 1:12; Rom. 8: 
ta; Gal. 3: 26). 


Depending on the Heart.—Beloved, if 
our heart condemn us not . . . whatsoever 
we ask, we receive of him, because we keep 
his commandments (vs. 21, 22). Here 
you have the key that unlocks the treasure 
house of prayer. You do not have to turn 
a knob this way and then that way and then 
back again, as for your safe. 

If you have the key of an uncondemning 
heart you just throw the latch and have 
at once access to the chamber of answered 
prayer (Matt. 6:6). 

Such being the case you should sit quietly 
down and interview that heart of thine and 
see if it has ought against you. 

“Say, Heart, you have been going around 
with me ever since I started, how do I 
stand up with you?” 

If your heart is as good a talker as it is 
a pumper what could it truthfully say for 
you? Could your heart say: 

“For one thing, my good fellow, you 
have always taken pains to keep God’s com- 
mandments.” 
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This human nature of ours is so shot to 
pieces by sin it is an almost impossible job, 
in ourselves, to keep any sort of command-~ 
ments, whether God’s or man’s, God’s Ten 
or America’s Million (Isa. 53:6; Rom. 
3:23). 

All have heard of the incorrigible chap 
who, when he was told to repent of his sins, 
accept Jesus as his Saviour, and join the 
church replied, “I am a member of a fine 
church,” 

When surprise, with doubt, was expressed 
with a “How come?” he replied: 

“My folks dragged me to their church, 
and when I heard what the preacher read 
of St. Paul I said to myself, “That’s me. 
I belong.’” 

Here is what the “preacher” read. 

“For I know that in me (that is, in my 
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing. .. . For the 
good that I would I do not: but the evil 
which I would not, that I do.” 

But the fellow did not remember the im- 
portant part of Paul’s confession that ends 
the famous chapter: “O wretched man that 
I am! who shall deliver from the body of 
this death? I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. So then with the mind 
I myself serve the law of God; but with 
the flesh the law of sin (Rom. 7: 18-25). 


Growing in the Christian Life.—This is 
his commandment, That we should believe 
on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and 
love one another (v. 23). And when we 
get down to the traditional “brass tacks” 
the above is about all there is to-it to be- 
come a real Christian. 

There are, however, many nice, lovely, 
and beautiful things that can be added to 
make you a complete and comfortable 
Christian (2 Pet. 1: 5-8). 

Some umpty-odd years ago I got me a 
bride, bought a lot, built me a house, and 
with my newly married wife moved into it. 
I became a home owner —with sundry 
notes in a friendly bank! At any rate the 
tax collector had me on his list. 

The little Queen Anne cottage, first story 
brick and second story California redwood 
shingles, was furnished in the true newly- 
wed style of our country side at the time. 

The floors all over the house were cov- 
ered with Brussels carpet, except the par- 
lor, which..was' “Velvet.” The walls were 
papered: with “twenty cent” papers, except 
the parlor, which was “golden.” 

The dining room chairs were “cane 
seated” and the extension table required 
the help of the neighbors to open it, and 
afterward push it together. 

The pictures which adorned the walls 
were wedding presents. They were 
“chromos” and’ “engravings.” These, as 
well as all the furniture of El Nidito 
(Spanish for “The Little Nest”) shouted, 
“There are thousands more like me!” 

Thus William and Mary began fifty- 
three years ago to live the wedded life. 
Little by little the whole interior of “The 
Little Nest” has changed: The floors have 
been parqueted and waxed and are now cov- 
ered with rugs. The “Smyrna” rug in 
the dining room has been replaced with 
an Oriental “Serape.” The walls are 
paneled, and the furniture is a copy of 
antiques — with the dining room table a 
“two girl” affair. 

The shouting prints. have been replaced 
with proof etchings and original paintings. 
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As we have lived along in it, our Queen 
Anne cottage grew in beauty. Most of it 
under the capable hands of Her Majesty. 

I guess you get the idea! This is how 
it goes in the Christian’ life. As you go 
on living the life which starts so simply, 
that Christian life becomes enriched and 
ornamented with the lovely Christian graces 
(2 Pet. 3: 18). 

The “house” is the same old brick and 
shingle Queen Anne on the outside, per- 
haps a little the worse for the storms and 
showing some wear and tear — but, oh, boy! 
you just ought to see the beautiful things 
on the inside. The artistic things from the 
five and tens. The lovely pictures on the 
walls, some from artistic calendars and 
some from great etchers and master 
painters. 

Is this what the Holy Spirit means in 
Hebrews 3: 4, 6? 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 

we 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A little monitor. 

Discussion: What signs of Christian son- 
ship do we see in people we know? 

Objective: “Being confident in this very 
thing” (Phil. 1 : 6). 











AY, fellows, in Romans 14: 22 appears 

this very significant statement: “Happy 
is he that condemneth not himself in that 
thing. which he alloweth.” And Paul, who 
wrote that, said to Governor Felix: 
“Herein do I exercise myself, to have al- 
ways a conscience void of offence toward 
God, and toward men” (Acts 24:16). And 
here now in our lesson text we have John 
saying: “If our heart condemn us, God is 
greater than our heart, and knoweth all 
things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us 
not, then have we confidence toward God” 
(1 John 3: 20, 21). 

There is a little monitor inside of us 
whose service we should value so highly 
that we will always give it respectful con- 
sideration. That little monitor is the con- 
science. ‘ It serves two purposes. It is a 
kind of alarm signal. It is equipped with 
a sharp needle which pricks us when we 
do wrong, saying, “Be sorry and turn at 
once in the other direction.” The tiny 
needle point is very keen; but like metal 
needles it grows dull with much use and 
becomes less and less effective unless it is 
sharpened. The only way to sharpen it is 
to obey its dictates. Then it remains keen 
and bright. God planted that little monitor 
inside us when he made us, and he uses it 
to keep us in the right path and to alarm 
us when we get in the wrong path. That 
is its greatest service. 

But there is another service it performs 
which is very delightful. It confirms us in 
right doing and gives us the peculiar con- 
fidence and satisfaction of knowing we are 
on the right course. That is a very happy 
condition, and it makes for growth and 
progress — and success. And when I speak 
of success I am thinking of what the Lord 
Jesus Christ would call success. The world 
might not consider it so; even we might 
think sometimes we are headed against a 
blank wall; but when that little monitor 
is saying to us “O. K.” we can confidently 
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forge ahead and the light will break 
through sooner or later. 

But there is one point upon which we 
must be careful about this little monitor. 
It must be kept right and keen and bright 
by the Holy Spirit.. Even the conscience 
can go wrong and become a false guide if it 
is not kept clear of prejudice and false 
teachings. Only the Holy Spirit can do 
that. It is the Holy Spirit’s chief work in 
us to keep us clear about all truth. He 
gives us the Word of God; he interprets 
the Word to us. He is the one who reveals 
Jesus Chirst to us and enables us to appro- 
priate the gift of salvation through Jesus 
Christ. We should thank God every day 
for the Holy Spirit. He is a wonderful 
friend. Without him. we should be utterly 
lost. It is through his ministry to us that 
we may énjoy the privilege of this Chris- 
tian sonship that John is talking about and 
understand what it is. 


McDowELL, Va. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” . 
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My Class of 'Gitks at 


By Begecrteshernm) | iQRAR 


How the Lessomte Tausht This Worle, «; «: 
Goal.—To lead the girls to desire, as chil- 
dren of God, to obey his commandments 
and abide in his love. 


Activity.—Use blackboard, large sheet 
of paper, or individual notebooks, for a list 
of our inheritance as earthly children and 
our obligations to parents, then our herit- 
age and obligations as children of God. 
The Bible references in this article may be 
written on separate slips and passed out be- 
fore the lesson. 


Memory Verse.—‘“This is the love of God, 
that we keep his commandments: and his 
a are not grievous” (1 John 
5:93). 

OW did you get your last name? Yes, 

it belonged to your father and mother. 

When you were born into their family it 
became your name too, so that people would 
know to whom you belonged. Let us make 
a list of the things we receive because we 
are children of our parents. Who can name 
some of them? (Let the girls name sev- 
eral, then recall the items as follows.) 

1. A name. 2. Protection and care. 3. 
Home. 4. Food and clothing. 5. Training. 
6. Pleasure. 

What obligations do we owe our par- 
ents? (Eph. 6:1, 2.) 1. Obey. 2. Honor. 
We do not bring much credit to the names 
our parents gave us when we fail to do 
these two things. 

John, one of the twelve disciples, tells 
in today’s lesson about those who are sons 
of God. (Read the lesson.) 

Why did the Lord Jesus come into this 
world? (v. 5.) How far does he take away 
our sins? (Psa. 103: 12.) What else does 
he do for us? (John 1:12.) He gives us 
power to become God’s sons and to be 
born into his family (v. 1).. When we 
become his sons, or his daughters, we be- 
come heirs of God and joint heirs with the 
Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 8:17). 

Now let us list what God’s heirs receive. 
(Let the girls name a few blessings to 
Christians. Then make comparison be- 
tween our position as earthly children and 
as children of God.) 


1. What name was given to the followers 
of Christ? (Acts 11:26.) They were glad 
to be called by the name of Christian even 
when they were laughed at or’ persecuted. 
Are we just as glad? 

2. To whom does God give his protec- 
tion and care? (Psa. 91:1, 2.) Yes, to those 
who abide in him. Next week we are go- 
ing to learn more about his wonderful keep- 
ing power. 

3. What kind of home does God give his 
children? (John 14:2, 3.) It will be a 
prepared home, and some day the Lord 
Jesus is coming to take us there. Won't 
that be a wonderful trip, girls? 


4. How does God meet our needs? (Phil. 
4:19.) He supplies all our needs accord- 
ing to his riches. Sometimes we are very 
anxious to have extravagant foods to eat 
and elegant garments to wear, and some- 
times we even make it hard for parents to 
please us because we want more than. they 
can afford to give. What does the Lord 
say about the importance of these things? 
(Matt. 6:25.) He has better things for 
us (John 6:35). He furnishes us with 
the Bread and Water of Life. 


5. How does God train his children? 
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(1) Through our parents (Eph. 6:4). 
(2) Through the Holy Spirit guiding our 
ible study (2 Tim. 2:15). (3) Through 
rayer (Jas. 1:5). (4) Through praise 


= (Pea. ta7i2). 


6. What pleasures does God provide? 
(Psa. 1: 1-3.) Our parents try to provide 
good times for their children, but at best 
these good times are temporary. A child 
of God can be a happy person day and 
night (Psa. 1: 1-3; 1 Pet. 1:8). His chil- 
dren have a joy that is better than any 
other kind. 

We listed two obligations of children 
to parents: obey and honor. What obliga- 
tions do we have as children of God? Re- 
peat the Memory Verse. What are his 
commandments? (1 John 3:23.) Here 
they are: 1, Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 2. Love one another. We should 
love as he loved (John 15:12). How did 
Jesus love? (John 15:13.) He loved us 
enough to come to this world and go to 
Calvary to remove our sins. He wants us 
to love one another enough to tell of his 
love. 

What does verse 24 promise for those 
who keep his commandments? Yes, we 
shall abide in his love (John 15: 10). 

Now can you tell the two obligations of 
a child of God? 1. Keep his command- 
ments. 2. Abide in his love. Let us put 
them on our list in this way: 1. Obey. 
2. Abide. 

How can we show, this week and 
throughout our lives, that we are children 
of God? Just as we are proud of belong- 
ing to our parents, let us proudly acknowl- 
edge our heavenly Father to our friends. 
In 1 Timothy 6:15 he is called, “King of 
kings, and Lord of lords.” Just think, girls, 
you and I may belong to the family of this 
King and live with him some day! 

Next week we shall learn more about 
how our heavenly Father keeps us when 
we turn our lives over to him. Find out 
what people do to protect themselves and 
their property. Learn 2 Timothy 1: 12b. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF, 

we 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast given us a very precious privilege as 
believers in the Lord Jesus Christ to call thee 
Father. We have never yet realized, in its full- 
ness, the whole meaning of thy love for us, of 
thy tender guidance through all the ways of 
life. We pray that this lesson today may give 
us a new sense of sonship, and help us to rely 
upon thy fatherhood as sons brought into that 
marvelous relationship through the person and 
the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus. May we not 
feel at any time that thou hast let go thy hold 
upon our lives, for we are sometimes tempted 
to doubt and to fear, although we know through 
the assurances of thy Word that thou art ever 
watchful over thy children. When we have 
thy will in any matter, what greater light could 
we have! Help us, we pray thee, to live more 
as true sons ought to live, resting in thy love. 
In the name of our Lord Jesus we pray. 


After the Lesson.—Have you realized 
that the Lord Jesus gave to as many as 
believed on him the power to become the 
sons of God? We are God’s creation, but 
in the spiritual sense it was the Lord Jesus 
Christ who gave his believing followers the 
power to become the sons of God. What 
a wonderful sonship that is! What a won- 
derful Father we have who knows all our 


(Continued on page 661) 
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HE word “atonement” is found once 

only in the New Testament (Rom. 
5:11). This index by subjects lists 76 
verses in the New Testament under 27 
different subheads and couples Old Tes- 
tament verses showing that the atonement 
was foretold and that it was voluntary. 

. 


In addition to its 185 pages of subject 
indexing of the entire Bible, it contains 
much valuable information in a readily 
grasped arrangement, viz: 

Index to Four Gospels—5 14 pages. 

Chronological Index undet 6 periods 
and showing dates for each event. 

Chronological systems (5) compared 
on principal Old Testament events. 

Books of New Testament Table shows 
author, where and when written. 

Books of Bible arranged as one con- 
nected history under ten periods. 

Harmony of Gospels—Robinson’s, 514 
pages. 

Parables and Miracles in alphabetical 
order, 


Table of Hebrew Times and Festivals. | 


Table of Hebrew weights, measures and 
money with American equivalents. 

8 full page Maps of unusual value and 
several other equally valuable features. 














SPECIAL 
GIFT OFFER 


FOR 


Introductory 
Subscriptions 


A copy of this very valuable Bible Study Help 


will be given for only three new 24-weeks subscriptions to THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES at $1.00 each. Sample copies of our paper 
will be sent free to help you earn this fine book. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 325 North 13th St., PHILADELPHIA 


The answer may be found in the very 
useful book described -below: 


The Bible Text Book 


classifies the Bible verses by subjects, as 
shown by what it includes under ‘‘Atone- 
ment.” This is just one of the 291 
subjects to be found under the letter “A” 
alone, in this alphabetical subject index 
of the entire Bible. . 
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(Continued from page 659) 
needs, all our weaknesses, all our hopes, 
and he is’ able to do for us what could not 
be done in any other. way excepting through 
his fatherhood! HoW very intimate and 
beautiful is the lesson for today! Indeed, 
“what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called 
the sons of God.” This sonship leads us 
away from the easy desires that. we have to 
do. sinful things. Whosoever is born of 
God doesn’t practice sin. The true child 
of God doesn’t keep right on practicing 





CHRISTIAN Siivation 
ARE. THEY YOURS? 











sin as though he had no such Father, nor 
does the child: of God live as though he 
“could not turn to his heavenly Father for 
every need. You have probably heard be- 
fore this, but it will be good for you to 
hear it or read it again, a little poem en- 
titled “Overheard in an Orchard,” by Eliza- 
beth Cheney, published some years ago in 
THE SunpAy ScHoot TIMEs. 
Said the Robin to the Sparrow: 
“I should really like to know 


Why these anxious human beings 
Rush about and worry so.” 


Said the Sparrow to the Robin: 
“Friend, I think that it must be 
That they have no heavenly Father 
Such as cares for you and me.” 
How greatly we need to rest in quietness 
and confidence in our Father God! This 
very day you will probably have some spe- 
cial reason for doing so, and you will 
want to thank him in advance for what he 
will do for you then. Let us pray. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


- For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Material: Photographs of several babigs. 
*A little birthday card for each child. Write 
the date of their birth; leave a place for 
them to write the date of their second 
birth. Definitely try to lead your Primary 
children to accept Christ. 











OU are all looking at these pictures, 
and you want to know something about 
them, don’t you? 

Well, this handsome little boy is John, 
and he is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Brown. 
He belongs to their family. 

This dainty little lady is Marjorie Smith, 
and she belongs to the family of Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith. 

These twins are the children of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jones, and belong to their family. 

And did you notice that every one of 
these children was born into a family? 
And no other children belong to that fam- 
ily except the ones that are born into it. 

Did you know God: had a family? Yes, 
he has. But it is different from the Smith 
and Jones and Brown families, because the 
children in these families had nothing to 
say about which family they should be born 
into, but every person has to decide whether 
he wants to be born into God’s family. 

Just one thing decides it. Do you believe 
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in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour? 
If you accept him and receive him, then 
you. are born into God’s family; we call it 
being “born again.” And you become God’s 
child. I want you all to understand that 
this is just as real as being born into this 
world a tiny baby. 


Many, many people do not want to be 
God’s children; they refuse to believe in 
Jesus Christ, and say they need no Saviour. 
These people are’ children of Satan, and 
belong to his family. 

If you belong to God’s family, he will 
take care of you, even better than the 
daddy in your family does, and then some 
day he will take you to live always with 
him in Heaven where all his family will be. 

Satan’s children will not be there, but 
will have to go with him into a terrible 
place called the lake of fire, where his fam- 
ily will be. I know every one of you wants 
to get into God’s family —if you don’t be- 
long already. 

Our Golden Text tells us how. It’s a 
long one, but I think you can learn it. “But 
as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to 
them that believe on his name” (John 1: 
12). 


Mopesto, CAtir. 
pd 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 656) 


1. We receive eternal life by becoming 
children of God, through the new birth. Eter- 
nal life is in God’s Son, and to have life we 
must have the Son. 


2. There is nothing greater for us than be- 
ing children of God. But there is a meaning 
and a future glory in that relationship beyond 
all that we now know. 

He draws a clear distinction between the 
children of God and the children of the Devil 
(1 John 3: 10). 

4. John does not teach present sinlessness 
for the Christian.. One interpretation is that 
those abiding in Christ do not keep on sinning 
as the habit of their lives. Another interpre- 
tation is that John speaks in absolute terms 
of the ideal for the Christian, or the charac- 
teristic of the Christian. Our likeness to 
Christ, while not perfect, is possible in glori- 
ous measure by the power of the Spirit. 

5. With God, with the world, with one 
another. “Love” and “hate.” 

6. To love one another in deed and in truth, 
expressing the love in practical ways. 


7. Doing righteousness, not committing sin, 
keeping his commandments, pleasing God, born 
of God, loving the brethren, believing on 
Jesus. 


8. He is presented as the One who took 
away sins and gave his life to make sonship 
possible. The world does not know the chil- 
dren of God because it knew not . Christ. 
Children of God are to be righteous as Christ 
was, are to love as he loved, are to purify 
themselves as he is pure, are to be like him 
when they see him as he is at his second com- 
ie. We are to believe in Christ and abide 
in him. 


9. By God’s Word (3:1, 2); by the Spirit 
(3: 24); by the life of love and likeness to 


Christ (3:14, 19). 
10. John 3. John 14 to 16. Romans 8, 
vg 
CuristiAn YoutH is THe Sunpbay 


ScHoo, TIMEs paper for young people, pub- 
lished every week. If the teen age pupils 
in your Sunday school do not take it, they 
may try it for ten weeks for ten cents a 
fupil. Subscriptions should be sent to The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 
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The Scroll 
of the Law 


(Hebrew, Sefer Torah) 
ONE-THIRD ACTUAL SIZE 











Miniature Scroll 
A Beautiful Jewish Antiquity 


‘The Scroll is the most Sacred 
thing in the Jewish Syna- 


gogue. Christ read His intro- 
ductory message from the 
scroll in the Synagogue. 


Every Bible Student ought to have 


one of these miniature scrolls. 


OUR OFFER 


We want you to read THE 
CHOSEN PEOPLE, edited by 
Joseph Hoffman Cohn, son of Ex- 
Rabbi Leopold Cohn, and considered 
by many Bible students the most 
helpful paper on prophecy and the 
Jew published in America. It gives 
you inspiring reports of the world- 
wide activities of the American Board 
of Missions to the Jews, Inc. 


Also, we want you to read the life 
story of Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn, 
written by himself in a sixty-page 
booklet—one of the most thrilling 
stories you have everread. Jews are 
really accepting the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


‘The price of the Scroll is 50 cents, 
and THE CHOSEN PEOPLE is 
50 cents a year. Mr. Cohn’s autobi- 
ography is 30 cents. Send us $1 and 
we will mail you ALL and enter your 
name for a year’s subscription for 
THE CHOSEN PEOPLE; if not 
satisfied we'll return your money 
without a question. 


And may we remind you also of the 
continuous need of our Missionary 
undertakings? Our work merits your 
every confidence. It is a program of 
world-wide Gospel testimony to the 
Jews. Your fellowship in prayer and 
gift is always welcomed and appreci- 
ated. THE CHOSEN PEOPLE 
is of course sent to all contributors. 


American Board of 
Missions to the Jews Inc. 


27 THROOP AVE. BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


Ask for our 
free booklet on Jewish Mission Annuity Bonds. 
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z Children at Home 


The Door That Opened 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


HU-MENG, a Chinese tailor’s “thumb” 

(boy assistant) pushed back his warm, 
* wadded quilt, yawned loudly, and rose to 
open the shop door. He was a big, strong 
boy for his twelve years, and in many ways 
he had a very comfortable home and a 
good job. Rolling up his bedding he 
pushed it neatly to the head of the board 
on which he had been sleeping. It would 
then serve as a counter and table for his 
master by day. 

He lighted the small charcoal fire in 
the brazier, and fanned the smoking pieces 
until they glowed red. Next the mud floor 
was swept with a flat brush of twigs, but 
that took little time as all the dust was 
pushed under a sort of chest in the corner. 

Snatching up his woolly cap and thick 
wadded outer coat, off went Chu-meng to 
the public washstands by the city gate. 
A copper to the old woman in charge of 
a stall produced a battered enamel basin 
half full of hot water, a damp towel, gray 
and dirty, and a much used toothbrush. 
Chu-meng did not mind; he sat down un- 
der a large, ragged, paper umbrella and 
refreshed himself with a cup of steaming 
hot tea and a bowl of vegetables. The 
boy soon finished his breakfast and hastened 
back to the shop, as his master did not 
start work these dark winter mornings 
till after ten o'clock. 

“Chu-meng, you must deliver that waist- 
coat to the rice merchant’s house in the 
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Green Dragon Street. Mind» you don’t 
let the soldiers catch you; I hear even 
boys of your size are being taken, and I 
can’t spare you with business so pros- 
perous.” 

“They will need to be quick to catch an 
eel,” laughed the boy as he hurried off. 

The streets were now full, and he came 
on a crowd listening to some Chinese stu- 
dents. To his surprise he saw them hold- 
ing up a large colored picture of a closed 
door with a man, wearing a crown, knock- 
ing to get in, but wearily waiting outside. 
Chu-meng stood listening as long as he 
dared, and the words filled him with won- 
der. 


“My brothers, see here is a picture of- 


the shut door of your hearts — shut against 
your best Friend and Saviour. Though 
King of Heaven and earth he deigns to 
stand knocking, and if you refuse to let 
him come in, you will be forever shut out 
of his home in Heaven.” 

These words reminded the boy of what 
his Christian parents had often said to 
him, and he thought of his mother, who, 
when dying, begged him to say, “Come in,” 
to the Saviour; but somehow he had never 
done so. 

As he neared the rich merchant’s house, 
suddenly there came the thud, thud of 
troops marching toward him. In a flash 
Chu-meng had hidden behind a great stone 
lion supporting a street gateway, but it 
was too late. A heavy hand grabbed him, 
and the muzzle of a gun near by filled him 
with terror. He was captured by the sol- 
diers, a heavy knapsack was slung on to 
his shoulders, and he was bidden to march 
with them. 

Then began a dreadful time for the boy, 
marching through a desolate plain along 
with some other boys who were treated 
as beasts of burden. After some weeks the 
soldiers, finding nothing to eat in a famine- 
stricken district, separated into bands which 
finally had to split up into groups. Chu- 
meng and another boy managed to hide 
in a half ruined temple, and escaped by 
night. . Exhausted and weak with hunger, 
they painfully made their way back until 
his companion left him, and at last Chu- 
meng reached his home city after sunset. 
To his distress he found the Great Gate 
barred and locked, not to be opened till 
dawi.:: Too weak to stand, he crept down 
behind some stones, shivering in the bitter 
cold night winds, hungry and miserable. 
How much he thought with longing of the 
tailor’s shop, his warm bed, his just and 
good-natured master, for his wages, though 
small, were regularly paid, and he was 
always treated well. Chu-meng had 
learned to value his mercies and to be 
grateful. 

Crouching down from the cutting wind, 
footsore and weary outside that great closed 
gate, he remembered the picture he had 
seen. “How sad to keep that kind-looking 
Saviour-Guest standing knocking,” he said 
to himself. “If I knocked all night on that 
gate the watchman must not open till dawn, 
but those preachers said anyone could open 
his heart’s door if only he would. I think 
I will ask the Lord Jesus to come into 
my heart now, as my mother begged me 
to do.” Bowing his head, Chu-meng 
prayed; feeling strangely comforted, he fell 
asleep. 

The sound of voices awoke him at dawn 
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when the great doors swung open with 
a giant groan. The boy was soon inside 
having a wash and a good breakfast under 
the same torn umbrella. The old woman 
was a kindly soul and trusted him with a 
meal, when she heard his story. 

As quickly as he could he raced back 
to the tailor’s shop where his master gave 
him a warm welcome. ; 

“So the eel slipped through their fin- 
gers,” he laughed. “You don’t look good 
enough now to be worth catching, but food 
and healthy work will soon put you right. 
Truly you don’t look too miserable, in spite 
of your troubles.” 

“Master,” -said Chu-meng, “my heart is 
happy because I let Some One come in 
who was kept standing outside before.” 

The tailor stared at him. “Peace, peace; 
you can explain your meaning another time; 
we must get to work now, for there’s plenty 
to do.” ; 

Chu-meng smiled happily; he meant to 
try and win his master for Christ, and after 
some time this joy was granted. : 


WortTHING, SUSSEX, ENG. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











October to. Am I Sharing Christ with Others? 
John 1 : 40-42; Acts 8 : 34, 35. 


Sunday, October 3 


New Adventures for Our Society 
(Phil. 3: 13, 14) 
(Consecration meeting) 





Mon.—Missions are calling (Acts 16: 9-15). 

Tues.—Commissioned and equipped (John 
20 : 19-23). 

Wed.—No task too big (Phil. 4: 13). 

Thurs.—A great adventurer (2 Cor. 11: 
22-33). 

Fri.—An adventure in jail (Acts 16 : 16-33). 

Sat.—Following leaders (Heb. 13:7, 8). 











HERE are few individuals- and few 

organizations that do not profit by a 
periodic check-up. And so, whether your 
society has been one of those that has 
been “discontinued for the summer,” or 
one that has “met weakly” during the 
summer months, or one that has carried 
on with undiminished zeal during the 
warm weather, you will doubtless find it 
profitable to take account of stock, and 
face squarely the prospects before you. 


$e 

In the verses chosen for our Scripture 
lesson, Paul has compared the individual 
Christian life to a foot race. And cer- 
tainly we are justified in carrying for- 
ward this comparison collectively to a 
Christian group. One of the perils he 
points out is that of thinking you have 
won before the goal is reached. Is this 
a delusion under which your society has 
labored? If so, the fault may be either 
in the choice of a goal, or in a misunder- 
standing of the rules of the race. The 


Christian race, either for the group or 
the individual, will never be finished in 
this life, and there is no warrant for think- 
ing we have reached the limit of all that 























Lesson for October 3 


God has for us, until he calls us to some- 
thing better. 
v4 


Another peril that Paul points out is 
that of looking back. There is a sense, 
of course, in which we may profit by past 
mistakes and take courage from past vic- 
tories. But the runner in a race cannot 
waste time in looking back: on those he 
has passed, or at some object over which 
he may have tripped. His gaze must be 
fixed on the goal ahead (Heb. 12:1, 2), 
if he would bend every nerve to the win- 
ning of the race. 

So we shall not have time in our young 
people’s society to dwell much on the past. 
There will be those who will remind us 
that it is useless to do this or that because 
it has been tried before. There. will be 
some who will bemoan “the good old days,” 
when the society flourished. Our present 
energy, however, is to be directed, Paul 
says, in “reaching forth unto those things 
which are before.” 


And right here we shall find it profit- 
able to consider what are the objectives 
of your young people’s society. The con- 
stitution of your society should give you 
some suggestions along this line, as should 
also the particular pledge you may have 
adopted. Your Executive Committee might 
profitably spend some time in considering 
just what are your society’s objectives, and 
thus be ready to steer a discussion along 
this course during” this particular prayer 
meeting. 

Regardless of what other objectives you 
may find, you should certainly include that 
of helping one another into a better under- 
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standing of the Lord Jesus Christ and his 
Word; that of winning other young people 
for Christ; and that of ascertaining and 
carrying out God’s will for service in your 
particular church and community. 

Re 

Having set down the objectives of your 
group, the second ‘consideration should be 
as to how far your meetings this year 
have accomplished these objectives. Then 
must come- the consideration of what can 
be done in planning your meetings for the 
remainder of the year to reach the goals 
you have set. 

In all of these do not fail to keep be- 
fore your group the realization that it is 
God’s high calling toward which you must 
press. Human goals and objectives may 
be very good in themselves, but if they do 
not. coincide with God’s purposes for your 
young people’s group, your attainments 
will necessarily fall far short of the best 
that God has for you. Seek God’s ex- 
pectation for your young people’s society, 
and strive toward that, if you would save 
much wasted effort and disappointment. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


October—Bible Mastery Month 


Songs a magnifying glass, concentrate 
the rays of the sun, see what happens! 
Take a Bible book, read it through. Go 
back and read it again. Once more read 
it for its united message. Let this be con- 
tinued in many repetitions till the message 
of the book becomes the song of the 
heart. 

“By repeated rereading a book begins to 
live in the mind like a magnetic current. 
To get the benefit of the Bible one needs 
not a snapshot but a time exposure.” Such 
a method of repeated reading stores truth 
in the memory, but more than that, feeds 
it into the subconscious. It is possible to 
steep and saturate the mind and person- 
ality in the message and spirit of a Bible 
book. 

Eventually, the united message of the 
book in all its connections begins to stand 
out. Then isolated texts take on new 
meaning and richness, errors are corrected, 
every detail stands out in relation to the 
whole. This is the basic idea of Bible 
Mastery. It is the method insisted upon by 
such masters as James M. Gray, Campbell 
Morgan, James Stalker, Griffith-Thomas, 
Joseph Parker, Professor Moulton, and 
others. 

The Bible Mastery Campaign has been 
promoted every October for eight years 
by the Presbytery of Seattle, Wash., with 
a different Bible book, seeking to secure re- 
peated reading and expository preaching. 
It is meant to strike a keynote, lay a basis, 
and give a rallying point for the year’s 
work, 

Last year the campaign reached into 40 
states, 5 Canadian provinces, 5 foreign lands, 
and 17 denominations or more. From 
a Western city a lady of eighty-seven 
wrote: “This way of studying the Bible 
has brought me great joy. I like it best 
of all, and I have been a Bible student all 
my life.” 

Romans is the book selected for October, 
1937. A choice of three Committals is 
presented, to read four chapters daily in 
Romans during October, to read the book 
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through at least once a week, or to read 
Romans through daily during October. 

In the Book of Romans Martin Luther 
found peace of heart and out of it issued 
the Protestant Reformation. At the read- 
ing of Romans John Wesley’s “heart was 
strangely warmed,” and from it issued the 
Wesleyan churches. “God has still more 
light to shine forth from his Word.” Cer- 
tainly there is still personal assurance and 
comfort for those who will take time to 
get the message of the book. 

A four-page leaflet setting forth the 
Movement may be secured by sending an 
addressed, stamped envelope to C. J. Bop- 
pell, chairman, 2666 Thirty-seventh Ave- 
nue, S. W., Seattle, Wash. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 27 to October 3 


Mon.—1 John 3:1-6. Christian Sonship. 
Prayer SuGcestions: “Sons of God.” 
The new birth is not a state of incubation 
or probation. It is definitely regeneration 
and adoption. Membership in God’s family 
is something enjoyed here and NOW. 
“Now are we the sons of God.” Note the 
Biblical phrases: “Power to become the 
sons of God” (John 1:12); “Are the sons 
of God” (Rom, 8:14); “Called the sons 
of God” (1 John 3:1); “Ye are of God, 
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little children” (1 John 4:4). Pray for 
Bermondsey Gospel Mission, 24 Lower 
Road, S. E. 16, London, Eng. 


Tues.—1 John 3: 18-24. Christian Confidence. 
PRAYER SuGGestions: “If our heart con- 
demn us not.” Can you get around this 
big “IF”? Jf your heart condemns you not, 
if your conscience is clean, you will have 
peace. Unjudged and unconfessed sin keeps 
the mind and heart under a cloud of con- 
demnation, One’s standing before God rests 
upon the finished work on the cross; but 
fellowship with God rests upon a life lived 
in the light of the Lord. The cleansing 
of the Word, and the searching ministry 
of prayer, make all approaches to God com- 
fortable. Pray for Queen Victoria Seamen’s 
Rest, Jeremiah Street, E. C. 4, London. 


Wed.—1 John 4: 7-21. Begotten of God. 
Prayer Succestions: “Born of God.” 
By natural birth we camé into this world; 
but through the supernatural birth we en- 
ter the Kingdom of God. Our human 
nature came from our parents, but the 
divine nature comes by being “born of God.” 
Thus, as Christ has said, we are “born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the’ flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 
1:13). Pray for the Canadian Sunday 
School Mission, 60r Lombard Building, 
Winnipeg, Can. 
Thurs.—Romans 8 : 12-17. Heirs of God. 
Prayer Succestions: “If children, then 
heirs.” Through the new birth we have 
great possessions. Legacies of the Father 
and the Son become our inheritance. Ear- 
nests of prospective blessings are enjoyed 
here and now. Contemplation of those to 
come nerve mind and heart for the trials 
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of faith, “Heir of God”! Your glorious, 
reserved possessions are soon to be yours 
forever. Pray for The Royal National 
Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen, 68 Vic- 
toria Street, London, S. W. 1. 


Fri.—Hebrews 12 : 4-13. God’s Discipline. 
Prayer SucGEestTions: “What son is he 
whom the father chasteneth not?” Dis- 
cipline in God’s household is perfect. A 
“need be” lies back of every stroke from 
the Father’s hand. “Whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth.” Interpret experiences on 
this basis. Afflictions seemingly from men 
come from God. Submit to God; the sting 
will thus be taken out of your afflictions. 
Pray for Dr. Barnardo’s Homes, Barnardo 
House, Stepney-Coneway,. London, E. 1. 


Sat.—John 15: 1-8. Fruits of Discipleship. 

Prayer Succestions: “Go and bring 
forth fruit” (v. 6). Abiding in Christ pro- 
fessionally brings barrenness; but to do so 
possessionally brings fruitfulness. “Or- 
dained . . . go and bring forth fruit.” The 
Word tells us this is the will of God for 
every ransomed life (Eph. 2:10). Pray 
for South-East Mission, St. George’s Hall, 
Old Kent Road, London, S. E. 1. 


Sun.—Matthew 12 : 46-50. Kinship with Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Brother and sis- 
ter.” Christ owns as his kindred all who 
love him and do his will. This is the grand 
test. Thoughts and desires tend toward 
expression. Our actions reflect the inner 
life. We are known by-our fruits. Those 
who love Christ sincerely and whole-heart- 
edly are called rightly “brothers and sis- 
ters.” Pray for The London Missionary 
Society, 42 Broadway, Westminster, Lon- 
don, S. W. 1. 
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